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A Diſcourſe of he Xe 
ture and Offices A: 


Friendſhip. 
In a Letter to the riot 7 i aa 


genious and excellent 
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LA He wiſe Berſirach ad- : * 
Ty | vitedthat we ſhoutd: . + 
not conſult with: © 1 
woman concerh! 
her of whom ſhe'is - 3 
| | jealonsgheither' with . 3 
a towers] in matters of wits; 100” 
] with a merchant concemini =— 
thange'3 ind forme 5 phanves * 
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whom he would not have us hear- 
ken in any matter of Counſel. For 
where ever the intcreſt is ſecular or 
Uitious, there the bias is not on the 
{ide-of truth or reaſon, becaule theſe 
| are feldome ſerv'd by profit and 
| low regards. But to conſult with 
z Jfricndin the matters of friendſhip 
E115 like conſulting with a ſpiritual 


derſtand the ſecrets of Religion, or 
the interior beauties of triend{hip 
are the fitteſt to give anſwers in all 
inquiries concerning the reſpeQive 
ſubje&s; becauſe reaſon and exper:- 
.ence. are on the ſide of zntereſt;, and 
that which in friendſhip. 1s moſt 
phaſing, and moſt wſefwl is alſo moſt 
|  ,reaſonatle and moſt true; and 4 
friends: faireſt intereſt is the beſt 
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he gives of intereſted perſons, to. 


- perſon in Religiqn 3 they who un- 


; meaſure of the condufting friend- 


py : - have| © 
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and meaſures of Friendſhi fa > 
have given the; beſt.anſwer to WW: 


 own-inquiries,and you. .conld bave; 


truſted your ownireaſon;, becauſe it! 
is not only greatly inſtructed by: the 
direct notices'of things, but alſo. by, 

great experience in the mAttcr; 


which you now_inquire.: -; . :*j115 


| But becauſe I wilk not ,uſe:angh — 
ching har. ſhall look: like anaxeules; _— 
I will rather give you ſuch ahnac> - * 
count which;you can eaſily reprove,; 
then by declining your-commands,: 
leem more: late-:in, my: prudence) 
then open and: COMUMUNICRELV: bh 


' my friendſhipto you. 1 


-.. You firſt inquire how far 2 Dear 
and a. perfe& friendſhip is autho-! 
riz'd by the: pranciples of Ghrifiie:! 
oy >.- 7: : 
:To:this Lankwer x ; that the word, 
[Friendſhip Jin the. ſenſe we com- _ 
_ mean by ir, is riot fo much. 
peo in-the New-TeGament z; 
EIGS lakes he -natice of; 


| _— i ; It, ; "2 


" £ AA Diſcowſ#of the Natnre -. 
11- You thinkitftrange 5 but read; 
Olt before you: ſpent{o much as rhe 
be; ginging of a! paſſionvor@'worlder 

Ar cit, - There (is merrion: ob 
[fiendſbip of the world, ] and it is 
laidito beiepmity with Got: but tins 
word 1s no. where cle named, 
wary: other - Ln ry Jn: alle 
MNewTeſtanhent, 


- - friends ofreh 5 bur by ny _ 


meant, - Our - acquaintance,. or. our 
kindred, - the relativesof our fami- 
If xx fortune, or bur feayſome: 
if dfAociery; or ſomething: of 
kindneſs there is'iff it; a tenderneſs 
Of a Hation and Civility, a rela- 
ion fade by gifts, -or by duty, by 
ſervices hd fbjedbion 3and I think; | 
I have reaſon to be contident,s that 
the Word #2924 (ſpeaking of hu- 
mane <fitercourſe: ) is no! - others 
wayes uſt! in the Goſpels ori Ev 
piſtles; or :A&s/of the: Apeltles + 
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ant mouſures of Friendſbip. 5, © 
friend is of a large” ſignificationy 
and 'mekins all relations 'and focie- 
tics, and whatſoever is nat:erzemy 3 


but by - frrendſhips , 1 {uppole you 


mean-z-* the gre, love, and the 


| greattſt uſefulneſs, aid the.meſt open 


commubication, and the nobleſt ſuffe- 
1ings and the moſt exemplar faithful- 
refs ,' and the ſevereſt- truth, and the 
Leartyeft counſel, and the greateſt Union 
Th} des, of whichbrave 'menand 
wotiieir are tapable;'' Bur then: I 
muſt'"rell' you that Chriftianiry 
hathmew Chriſtened-ity and: calls 
_ Charzty,' The Chriftianknows 
inyHe hithz” thaths, though 


* perlsiſs/huay be injurious! ©6- hitn, 


and unworthy in themſelves, 'yer 


the knows none whom: he is not firſk = 


bound to forgive which3s indeed#0'. 
mqke them on Hispart to! be no eti6-. 


ik 1 that'is,. t& make -that-the -* 


Wer enemy ſhall not be pet feftly 
contrary to friend, itſhall not bea 
Uh B 4 relative- 
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relative term and {ignifie ſomething 
00-cach:i hand; a relatzve and a cor- 
relative; and then he knows none 
whom he is not bound tolove and 
\. <prayfor, to treat kindly and juſt- 
_ ly, liberally and obligingly. - Chri- 
MNian Charuy is friendſhip toall the 
world ; and when friendſhips were 
'the nobleſt things in the world, 
charity was little, like the ſunne 
drawn in at a chinke, or his beames 
drawn into the;Centre of. a buxnipg- 
. glaſs ; but Chriftian charity 1s 
.. friendſhip, expanded lhke the face 
= of theſunne when it mounts above 
the Eaftern hills: and I was ſtrange- 
ly pleas'd when 1 ſaw ſomething of 
this in C:cero; for I have been ſo 
puſh'd ar by herds and flocks of 
people that follow any body that 
whiſtles to them, or drives themto 
paſture, that I am grown afraid .of 
} any truth | that ſeems chargeable 
\ -. with ſingularity : but therefore, I 
| | ſay, 


— 


and meaſures of Friendſhip. #7 


ſay, glad I was when I ſaw Lelins 


in Cecero diſcourſe thus, Amicitia ex 
infinitate generis humant quam conci- 
liauit 1pſa natura, contratia res eft, 
& adaufta in anguſtums ut omns 
charitas, - aut inter duos, aut inter 


paucos jungeretur, Nature hath. 


made friendſhips, and ſocieties, 
relations and endearments; and 


by ſomething or other we relate to 


all the world; there is enoughin 
every man that is willing, to make 
him become our friend ; but when 
men contra& friendſhips , they ine 
cloſe the Commons ; and what Na- 
ture intended ſhould be every 


. mans, we make proper.to two or 


three, Friendſhip 1s like rivers and 
the ſtrand of ſeas, and the ayre, 


common to all the world; but 
Tyrants, and evil cuſtomes, warrs, 


and want of love have made them 
proper and peculiar, But when 


Chriſtianity came torenew aur.ha=- - 
B 4 ure - 
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 $ FA.Difcourſevf the Nature 
ture, and to reſtore our lawes, and 
to increaſe her priviledges, and to 
make her aptneſs to become religt- 
on, then it was declared that our 
friendſhips. were to be as univerſal 
as onar- converſation ; that js, 4Fwal 
to all with whom we converſe, and 
potentially extenged unto thoſe with 
whom we did not, For he who 
was $0; treat; his enemies with for- 
. givenels and: prayers, and loye and 
beneficence was indeed to have nQ 
enemies, and ro have all iriends, 
+ SO that to your queſtion, how 
farg Dear and -perfec friendſhip is 
 authorisd by the principles of 
' Chriſtianity > The anſwer is ready 
-- and eaſy, Ir is warranted to extend 
 togll mankind; and the more we 


*:Jove, the bettcr we are, and the 


__ our friendſhips are, the 
earer Wwe are to God; let them 


 beas Dear, and let them be as per-, 
ie, and let them be as many. as 
F377 | you 
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you can; thereis no dangerinit 3. 
only where the. reſtraint- begins, 
therc mans our 1mpertecion ; Ut. 
1s not ill that you entertain brave 
friendſhips and worthy fociertics : 
it were well if you could ove, and 
it you could bezefit all mankmde 5 
for I conceive that is the ſum of all 
friendſhips. IS 
I confeſs this 1s not to be expe&- 
ed of us inthis world ; butas all our 
graces here are but imperte&, thar 
4s, at the beſt they are but tenden- 
cies to glory, ſo our : friendſhips 
are imperteaitoo, and but: begin-- 
nings of a celeſtial friendſhip, by 
which we ſhall love every one as 
much as they. can be loved, But. 
then 10 we muſt here zz our propor- 
tron and indeed that is-it that:can- 


make 'the difference 5 we:mult be... 


iriends to all : 'That is, apt to do. 
g00d, loving them really, and do- 
ing to them all the benefits which 


©. 


'tO . A Diſcourſe of the Nature 
we can, and which they are capa- 
ble of. - The friendſhip: 1s.equal to 
all the world, and of it ſelfe hath 
no difference. :. but. 1s .difterenc'd 
only by accidents and by the capa- 
City. Or incapacity of them that re- 
.ceiveit;. Nature-and the Reirgion 
are the bands of friendihips ; excet- 
leccy. and uſefulneſs are its great 1n- 
dearments : ſactety and neighbourhood, 
that is, the poſſibilities and the cir- 
.cumſtances of converſe. are the. de- 
terminations and _ atualities of 1t 


Now when men eitherare unnatit- 


ral, or irreligious, they. wlt-yot,be 
trjends3 when they.ar e Hetther ex- 
<cyent nor uſctul, they: are z0t: wor- 
2ig:to;be-iriends ; . when they..are 


i&rangers or unknown, they cavzt . 


-be-frrends a&tually, and -praftically 3 
.bytyet, asany man hath any thing 

-o& the good; contrary tothole evils, 
- fame can: have and myſt: have: his 


ifhare of friendſbip. For thus She | 


' and meaſures of Friendſhip, 1x © 
Sun is the eye of the World ; and 
he is indifferent to the Negro, or - 
the cold Ruſſian, to them that 
dwell under the line, and them 
that ſtand neer the Tropicks, rhe 
{calded Indian or the poor boy that 
ſhakes at-the foot of the Riphean 
hills ; but the fluxures of the hea- 
ven and the earth, the conveniency 
of aboad, and the approaches to 
the North or South reſpectively 
change the . emanations of his 


| beams; not that they. do not paſs 


alwayes from him, bur that they. 
arc not equally received below, but 
by periods and: changes, by litthe 
inlers and refleftions, they receive 
what wr hy ah and ſome _ = 
only a dark day- and al mght. | 
Gola him, -ſnowes and hor [bow [o 
tel, a miſerable life, and &perpe- 


tual harveſt of Catarrhes'and con- x: 


ſumptions., apoplexies and: dead- _ | 
palſiesz- but ſome have fple ; 


"- F we 
: ®-- F 
= Z 
4 


4 12 A Diſceurſe of the Nature 


fires,. and aromatick ſpices, rich 
wines, and well digeſted fruits, 
great wit and great courage ; be- 
 eaule they dwell in his eye, and: 
look in his face, and are the Cour- 
tiers of the Sun, and wait upon him: 
in his Chambers of the Eaſt ; juſt 
19 1s it ,in friendſhjps :. ſome are 
worthy, .and ſome are neceſlary ; 

. Gmedwell hard by and are fitted 
for. conyerle;, Nature joyns ſome 
- t9 us, and Religion combines us 
 — With others ; ſociety and accidents, 
parity of fortune, and equal difpo- 
ftions do aQuate our friendſhips :. 
which of themſelves and in their 

| primediſpoſition are prepared for: 
- all mankind according as any one 
* can receive them. Ve lee this 
| beſt exemplified by two inſtances 
-  andexprefſions of friendſhips and. 
.* charity :- Viz, Almes. and Prayers . 
- Every one that needs relicf is e- 
+ qually the objec. of our charity ;. 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip. 19: © 
bat though to all mankind 'in equal * 
needs we ought to be alike in chart- 
ty ; yer we {ignifie this {everally 
and by limits , and diſtin 'mea- 
ſures: the poor man. that is near 
me, he whom 1 meer, he whom 
I love, he whom 1 fancy, 'he who 
did me benefit, he who relates. to- 
my family,. he rather then another, 
becauſe my expreſſions being ft- 
nite and narrow , and cannot ex- 
tend to all in equal ſignifications, 
muſt be appropriate to rhoſe whoſe 
circumſtances beſt: fit me': and 
yet even-toall I give my almes ; to 
all the world that-needs them; I 
pray for all mankind, I am grie-- 
ved at every ſad ftory F hear; Lam 
troubled: when I hear' of a7pretty 
bride murdered in ker bride-chams 
ber by an ambitious and enrag'd 
Rival; I ſhed a tear when I an 
told that a brave King' was mifun«: | 
derſtood, then ſlandered,: thenind=; = 
priſoned, - 1 
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14 - A Diſcomrſe of the Natare | 
priſoned, and then put to death by 
evil men: and I can never read the 
Rory of the Pariſttan Maſlacre, or 
the Sicilian veſpers, but my blood 
curdles and I am diforder'dby two 
or three affections. A good man 
15 a friend to all rhe world; and he 
15 not truly charitable that does not 
with well, and do good toall man- 
Kind in what he can ; but though 


we mult pray tor all men, yet we 


ſay- ſpeciall Letanies for brave 


Kings and holy Prelates, and the 


wiſe Guides of ſouls; for our Bre- 
thren and Relations, our VVives 


_ and Children, 


- Theeffe& of this conſideration 
1s, that the Univerſal friendſhip of 


| whichI ſpeak, muſt be limited, be- 


eauſe we are ſo; In thoſe things 
where we ſtand-next to immenſity 


' . andinfinity, as in good wiſhes and 
F prayers, and a reaazzeff to btnefit 
#l mankind, in theſe our friend- 
WE ” ſhips 


| 
i 
f 


aud meaſures of F riendſhip. *15 


fhips muſt not be limited; but in 
other things. which:paſs under our 
hand or cye, our voices. and; our 
material exchanges, our hands 
can reach no. further-,but to our 
arms end, and our yoices-:can bur 
ſound ill the next air be quier,. and 
therefore they can have entercourſe 
but-within the ſphere of, thei awn 


adtivity 3 our needs and our con- 
verſations are ſerved by a few, and 


they. cannot reach to all ; where 
they .can,:they muſt ; but where zt 
i impoſſible it cannot be neceſſary, It 
muſt therefcre follow , that ous 
friendſhips to mankinde may ad- 
mit varicty as does our converſati» 
on}; . and as by nature we are made 
foczatle to all, to we are friezdly, 
but as all cannot actually be of 'our 
{Þciety, ſo neither can all be ad- 
mitred to a ſpeciall, actuall friend- 
ſhip ;, Of: ſome extercourſes all. men 
arg capable, but. x9; of al; Men 
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- car'pray for'one another, and ab- 


ſtain from dojng injuries to/ all the 
world, and be deſirous to do all 
mankinde'good, and love all men ; 


Now this-triendſhip we mult pay. 
to all becauſe we can, bur" if we 


.can do ho more to all, we muſt 
ſhew our - readinefle to do. more 
g00d-to' all by acually doing 
more good to all thernro whom-we 
can. | | 


To-ſome we can, and therefore 
there are - nearer friendſhips to 


lome then to orhers, - accorving as 
there are nitural or' civil-nearneſ- 


ſes, relations and ſocieties ; and as. 
I cannot expreſſe my friendſhips to- 


all in equal meaſures and fignifi- 
cations, that 15,” as I-cannot do be. 
nefits to'all alike, fo nenher- ami T 
tied to love all alike: for although 


there is 'much reaſon to love every- 
man ; yet there are more reaſons . 
ro-love.ſome then others," ghd if 1 
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muſt love becaule there, is reaſon 
I ſhould ; then I muſt lave more, 
where there is more reaſon 5 and 
where ther's a ſpecial affection and 
agreat readinels to, do.good and to 
delight in certain perſons towards 
each other, there is that ſpecial 
charity and indearment which Phi- 
lolophy -calls fr2ezaſheps ; . bur our 
Religion calls love or charity. Now 
if the inquiry bg cgqgcegning this 
ſpecial iriendſhip, I. how 24 can be 
ra opriate, that is, . who to be cho- 
ſentoitz, 2 how far. zt. may extend, 
that is,, with what. expreſſions f1g- 
nifiedz 3 how conduFed 2 The ally 
ſwers will depend upon ſuch confg- 
derations which wull - be ngyſhex 
uſclels nor unpleaſant, © 
i. There may bea ſpecial friend» 
ſhip contracted for any ſpecial ex- 
cellency whatſocver,becaulſe friend- 
ſhips are nothing but leve ad ſociety 


| 21xt together 5 that is, 4 AUTVRS, 
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with them whom we love; now for 
whatſoever we can love any One, 
for that we can be his friend ; and 
fince every excellency is a degrer 
of amability, every ſuch worthi 
nels is a juſt and proper motive 0 
friendſhip, or loving converſati- 
'On. Bur yet in theſe things there i 
an order and proportion, There: 
fore 

''2. A Good man is the bef 
friend, and therefore ſooneſt to be 
choſen, longer to be retain'd; and 
indeed never” to' be parted with: 
unleſs he eaſt to be that for which 
he was'choſen. * 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip. 19 


But, although vertue. alone. is, the | 
worthicſt cauſe of amabiliry, and 
can weigh down. any one -conſide- 
ration ;-and therefore to a man 
that is vertuous every man ought to 

a friend ; yetT doe not mean. the 
ſevere, . and philoſophical excellen- 
cies of ſome morole perſons who 


are indeed wiſe unto themſelves 

| and exemplar to others : . by, vertue 
here I do not mean juſticeand fem | 

rance, . charity and, devotion s 


a4 
ne | or 
theſe I am to love. the man , but 
friendſhip is ſomething more then 


that: Friendſhip us the neareſt love 


and the zeareſt ſoczety of which the 
perſons are capable : Now juſtice 
15a goodentercourle for Merchants, 
as all-men are that buy and ſell; and 
temperance makes a ®Man good 
company, and helps to. make a wiſe 
man ; but a perfc& friendſhip re- 
quires ſomething elſe, theſe muſt 
be in; him that is choſen to be my 

_ friends 


20 *A Diſcourſe of the. Nature | 
friend ;-but forthefe I do not mitke 
him my privade ; that is, my ſpe 
cial nit culiar- friend : bur it he 
be 2 gredman, then he us properly 
fitred to be- my correlative 4n the 
nobleſt compination:;' © tf # 
.And for this we have' the bel; 
warrant in the world: For a jaft 
mar ſcarcely will a man aze;, the Sy- 
Tiac interpreter reads it, 23x8} 
for ar unjuſt mar ſrarcely fp F 
wze 3. that'is, a wicked matt i j arbdJ il 
hand fir to receive tlic expreflion off b 
the greateſtfriendſhip ; bur allrheſ 
"Greck'copies that; ever T ſay, off 
n 

£ 

b 

f 


Tead of, 'read it As we doe ; for 's 
righteous man w ajuſt man” thatis,f 
Juſtice and: rightequtnefs is not "the 
'nearcſt indearment of friciidihip} 

'but for. Zoos man ſome will :evet 
ware'to:die-, thar is, for a.man that 
1s' ſweetly difpoſed,” ready to dot 
a&s:of goodneſſe and to oblige 0-1 
thers, to do things uſctul'and profi-] b 
table, 


tke 
DE 
he 
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ecltfis the meaning of Lelimi: Vertue 
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table, for a. loving man. a benefi- 
cent, bountiful man, one who de- 
lights in doing good to his friend, 
ſuch a man may have the higheſt 
friendfhip; he miay- have a-irjiend- 
that will die for him. | And this 


may bedefſpited, fo:may Learning 
and Nobility $/at-2m4 eff; 4m1dits8 18 
rebus hamanits de caſus utilitate omnes 
zonſentiarg : only iriendſhip 45 that 
thing-which becauſe all know'to be 
bietnlgnd-profitable, no man can 
defpiſe 3 tharis'ypacd/ngs/ ON, <a; 
Sing 5: goodnefle: or! beneficence 
makes friendſhips... For if he bea 
food manihewill ;love whetfe he.is 
belovedzvandurhdtisithe/ Hrikrigof 
triendſhip, 
* VID x c9'S wxA15 g” 14D REL v8 
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That was the commendationof the 
braveſt friendſhip in Theocritus 
© oY 5 28 They 


A 3s W Di(courſe of the'Wature: 
They lov'd eachother witha love; 
"ou did1 in all —_— "_ "____ F 
*Hie X Tor” nozy i. 
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The world was a Sarutns reign| 
Weeks rhat lovidwas Jay d again, B 


: Fori tis ; impoilible <his neerneſs|* my 
of friendſhip: can-be where there is 
fiot triutual loves bur thys'1s ſecured pc f 
if chooſe-a-good man z.. for hechat|, 
apr cnoupht to-begin: alone; will; 
never be behinde.in the relation and 6 
correſpondency ; and. IOTe ; E 
Jkethe: Gemiles:Leraby WELL - > ns 
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+ Pio ſhall my love withequal love 


4. Happy are they, who when they 
ive their heart, | 
[Find fuchas in exchange their own 

ml... Pe; oo 

7 [But there is more in it then this feli- 

.c city amounts to. For x prs95 v1p 

[the good man isa profitable, uſeful 

Fr perion, and thar's the bard of an 

x (ffctive friendſhip.. - For 1 donor 

H think that friendſhips are Mertaphy- 

wr ical nothings, created for cottem- 

I plation, or that men or women 
[ſhould ſtare upon cach others ay 


{]ces, and make dialogues of news 
.; [and pretrineſſes, and Took babies in 
'Jone anthers eyes. Friendſhip: is 
, [the allay of our ſorrows, the caſe 
=] - +. 5. pf 34 "*; ; a 

.. of our paſſions,the diſcharge of our 
© [0ppygfſions, the: ſanEuary to _ our . 
I | - | "cala- 


V Wes 
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Vere EI0g the counſellor of on 


doubts, the. clarity. of our minds, 


the emiſhon of our-thoughts, rhe 


Exerciſe and improvement of what 
we medirate : And although 1low 
my friend becauſe he is worthy, yet 
he is not worthy if he can do no 
good, I donot ſpeak of acciden- 
tal hinderances and misfortunes by 
which-the braveſt man may be- 
come unable to help. his Childe; 
bur of the natural * and artificial 
capes cities of theman, . .He only is 
fit ro. be.choſen' for a friend, who 
can do thoſe / offices ' for”? which 
friendſhip p.1s excellent. Fort (tmi- 
ke not ) no maii'can be loved for 
Felt ; .our perfe&ions it this 


world cannot. reach to hi h's it 15 


ell if we : would love G6; 4 chat 
rate, apd T'very much tear, thar'if 
God did us no good, we might ad- 
aut, ICS, bat we ſhould 
'propottioii bf love 
towards 
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towards him ; and therefore 1t 1s, 
that God to endear the obeatence , 
that is, the love of his ſferyants fig- 
nifies what benefits he gives us, 
what great good things he does for 


us. 1 am. the Lord God that brought 


thee out of the Land of Egypt: and 
does Job ſerve God for nought 2 And 
he that comes to God, muſt believe that 


he 1s, aad that he is a vewarder : all 


his other greatneſlſes are objects of 
fear and wonder, it is his goodneſs 


that makes him lovely : and ſoit 15 


in friendſhips. He only 1s fit to be 
choſen for a friend who can give 
me counſel, or defend my caule, 
or guide me right, or relieve my 
need, or can and will, whenTI need 


it, do me good: only this I adde - 


into the heaps of doing good, I 
will reckon | lowuzng me | for it is a 


A AL BEL III = 
"RS © as 
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pleaſure to be beloved ; but when - 


his love ſignifies nothing bur Kiſ- 
ing my Check or talking kindly, 
W-- GC and 
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and can goe no further, it is a pro- 


ſtitution of the bravery of friend- 
ſhip to ſpend it upon impertinent 
people who are ( it may be ) loads 
to their families, bur can never 
eaſe my loads: but my friend is 
a worthy perſon when he can be- 
come to me inſtead of God,a guide 
or a ſupport, an eye, or a hand; a 
ſtaffe, or a rule : There muſt be in 


friendſhip ſomething to diſtinguiſh 


it froma Companion,and a Coun- 
tryman, from a School-ftellow or a 
Goſlip, from a Sweet-heart or a 
Fellow-traveller : Friendſhip may 
look in at any one of theſe doors, 
but it ſtayes not any where till it 
come to be the beſt thing in the 
world : and when we conſider that 
one man 15 not better then ano- 
ther , neither- towards God nor 
Man, but by doing better and bra- 
ver things, we ſhall alſo ſee, that 
that which is moſt beneficent 1s = 

@ 
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ſo moſt excellent; and therefore 
thoſe friendſhips muſt needs be 
moſt perfe&, where the friends can 
be moſt uſetul, For men cannot 
be uſeful but by. worthineſles in 
the ſeveral inſtances: a fool can- 
not be relied upon for counſel ; nor 
a vitious perlon for the advantages 
of vertue, -nor a beggar for rclief, 
nor a ſtranger for conduQ, nor a 
tatler to keep a ſecret, nor a pitti- 
leſs perſon truſted with my com- 
plaint, nor a covetous man with 
my childes fortune, nor a falſe per- 
{on without a witneſs, nor a ſuſpi- 
cious perſon with a private deſign ; 
nor him that I fear with the rrea- 


ſires of my love: Burt he that is 


wiſe and vertuous, rich and at 
hand, cloſe and mercifull, free of 
his money and tenacious of a ſe- 


cret, open and ingenuous, true 


and honeſt, is of himſelf an excel- 
lent man ; and therefore fit tobe 
C 2 lovds; 


and meaſures of friendſhips, by on 
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lov'idz and hecan do good to me 
in all capacities where I can need 
him, and therefore js fit to be a 
friend, I confeſs we are forced in 


our friendſhips to abate ſome of | 


theſe ingredients ; but full meaſures 


of ftriendſhip,would have full mea-} 


{ures of worthineſs ; and accord- 
10g as any defect is in the foundati- 
on ; in the relation alſo there 


may be imperte&ion : and indeed 
I ſhall not blame the friendſhip ſo} 
it be worthy, though it be not per-f 


{c& ; not only becauſe friendſhip 


is charity, which cannot be perftc& þ 


here, but becauſe there 1s not in 


the world a pertc& cauſe of perteat}Þ 


friendſhip. 


courſe can ſuppoſe friendſhip to 
be mercenary, and to 'be defeCtive 
in the greateſt worthineſs of it, 
which 1s to love our friend for our 
friends fake (for ſo Scipio a 

| | _ rial 


\ 


It you can ſuſpe& that this dif- 
c 
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that it was againſt friendſhip to 
ſay, ita amare oportere ut aliquan- 
do efſet uſurus, that we ought ſo 


'to love, that we may allo ſome 


times make uſe of a friend: ) I ſhall 
cafily be able to defend my ſelf ; 


| becauſe I ſpeak of the eleEtion and 


reaſons of chooſing friends : after 
he is choſen do as nobly as you 


| talke, and love as purely as you - 
dream, and let your converſation 

be as metaphyſical as your dif- 
| courſe, and proceed in this me- 
| thod, till you be confuted by ex- 


perience ; yet till then, the caſe is 
otherwiſe when we:ſpeak of choo- 


| ſing one to be my friend: He is 
F. not my friend till I have choſen 


him, or loved him; and it any 
man enquires whom he ſhall 
chooſe or whom he ſhould love, I 
luppoſe it ought not to be anſwer-. 
ed, that we ſhould love him who 
hath leaſt amability; that we 

C 3 ſhould 
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ſhould chooſe. him who hath leaf 
rea{on tobe choſen: But it it be 
anſwered, he is to be choſen to be 
my friend who is moſt worthy in 
himſelf; not he that can do moſt 
good to me; I fay, here is a di 
{:in&ion bur no. difference; for 
he is moſt worthy in himſelf 
who can do moſt good ; andit he 
can love me too, that is, it he will 
do me all the good he can, -or that 
I need, then he is my friend andthe 


- deſerves it. And it is impoflible 


from. a friend to ſeparate a will 
to do me.good: and therefore |] 
do not chooſe well; - if: I chooſe 
one that hath not power; for it.it 
may conſiſt with the nobleneſs off 
triendſhip to deſire that my friend 
be ready to do me benefit or ſup- 
port, it is not ſenſe to ſay, it is 
12noble to deſire he ſhould really 


do it whenI need; and if it were 


{ not for pleaſure or profit, we 


might 


and meaſures of Priendſhip. 31 I 


might as well: be without a friend 
as have him. | 
Among all the pleaſures and pro- 
fits, the ſenſual pleaſure and the mat- 
ter of money are the loweſt and the : 
leaſt; and therefore _ they 


may ſometimes be uſed in friend- } 


ſhip, and ſonot wholly excluded 
from the conſideration of him that 
is to chooſe, yet of all things they 
are to be the leaſt regarded ; 


"EvTo7'; \ Seavor'g, yprud Twy uperT= 
Toy $FAGe . 


When fortune frowns upon a 
man, 


_ A friend does more then mo- 


ney can. (ff, ,, 


For there are beſides theſe, many 
profits and many pleaſures ; and 
becaule theſe only are {ordid.,all the 


' other are noble and fair and. the * 
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expectations of them no diſparage- 
ments to the beſt friendſhips, For 
can any wile or good man be an- 
gry it I ſay, I choſe this man to 
be my friend, becauſe he is able to 
give me counſel, ro reſtrain my 
wandrings, to comfort me in my 
ſorrows ; he 1s pleaſant to me in 
private, and uſeful in publick ; he 
will make my joyes double,and di- 
vide my grief between himſelf and 

| me>PFor what el{g ſhould I choole > 
 Forbecing a fool, and uſeleſs ; for a 
pretty face or a ſmooth chin; I 
confeſs it 1s poſſible to be a friend 
| to one that is 1gnorant, and pitia- 
x _ ble, handſome and good for no- 
# thing, that cats well, and drinks 
[4 deep- but he cannot be a iriend to 
|} - me; and I love him with a fond- 
neſs or a pity, but it-cannot be a 
| noble triendſhip. - 
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of 0s. 


Ae 125, 


fd 
: 


”, ne oy Gu "DW. gw © 0 Go 0 © T.2.. 


and meaſures of Friendſbip, - 33. 


Tit#ptey @ mISW OW TATE Bis 

TI#Tzp; 8 me@tTlov oor T' EZewpn- 
* X£yal | 

"Ayabloy exa50g tay 2ynglas oxway, 

. ſaid 2enander, = 


By wine and mirth and every dayes 
delight | 
VVe chooſe our friends, to whom 
_wethink we might 
Our ſouls intruſt ; bur fools are they - 
that lend 


{ Their boſome to the fiadow of a 


iriend, | | 


| ElJ@wAs x, MILIUATE einles. Plas 


zarch calls. fuch triendfhips, the I- 
dols and Images of friendihip. True 
and brave friendihips are between 
worthy perſons; and there 1s in 
mankind no degree of worthineſs, . 
but is alſo a degree of uſefulneſs, 
and by every thing by which a man 
15 excellent, I may be profited z.and 
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becauſe | thoſe: are the braveſt 


friends. which can beſt ſerve the 


_ -endsof friendſhips, cicher we muſt 


ſuppoſe thar friendſhips are not the 
greateſt comforts in the world, or 
elſe we muſt ſay, he chooſes his 
friend beſt, that chooſes ſuch a one 
by whom he can receive the great- 
eſt comforts and aſhiſtances, 


3. This being the meaſure of all 


friendſhips ; they all partake of ex- 


cellency, according as they are fit- | 


ted to this meaſure : a friend may 
be counſelled well enough though 
His friend be not the wiſeſt man 1n 
the world, and he may be pleaſed 


- In his ſociety though he be not the 


beſt natured man in the world ; but 
{till it muſt'be, that ſomething ex- 
cellent is, or is apprehended, or 
elſe it can be.no worthy friend- 
ſhip; becauſe the choice is impru- 
dent and fooliſh. Chooſe for your 


friend him that is wiſe and good, 


and. 
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and meaſaxes of Friendſhip. 35 
and ſecret and juſt, ingenuous and 
honeſt ; and in thoſe things which 


have a latitude, uſe your own 1t- 
berty ; bur in ſuch things which 


con(1ſt in an indiviſible point, make. 
10 abatements : That 1s, you mult 


not chooſe him to be your friend 
that is not honeſt and ſecret, juſt 
and true to a tittle; but it he be wiſe 
atall, and uſetul in any _ and 
as good as you can have him, you 


| need not be aſhamed to own your 


friendſhips; though ſomerimes you 
may be aſhamed of {ome imperte- 


| ions of your friend, 


4.Bur 1t you yet enquifl | further, 
whether fancy may be an ingredi- 


ent in your choice ? I anſwer, that 


fancy may miniſter to this as to all 
other ations in which there 1s a 11- 
berty and variety ; and. we. ſhall 
finde that there may be peculiari- 
ties and little Sons, a friend- 
ſhip, improperly 


ſo called , cntring 
| upon 


SE”, 


36 ÞA Diſcourſe of the Nature 
upon accounts of an innocent pat: 
fton' and a pleas'd fancy; even our 
Blefled Saviour himſelf loved S, 
John and Lazar by a ſpecial love, 
which was {ſignified by ſpecial 
treatments ; and of the young man 
that ſpake well and wiſely to 
Chriſt, it is affirmed, Jeſus loved 
him : that 1s, he fancied the man : 

and his ſoul hada certain cognati- | 
on and {imilirude of temper and 
inclination, For in all things where 
there 1s a latitude, eyery faculty 
will endeavour to be pleaſed, and 
ſometimes the meaneſt perſons in a 
houſe have a feſtival ; even ſym- 
athies and natural inclinations to 
ome perſons, and a-conformity of 
bumors, and proportionable loves, 
and the beaury of the face, and a 
witty anſwer may firſt ſtrike the 
flint and kindle a ſpark , which ifit 
falls upon} tender and - compliant 
natures may grow-into a flame; _ 
this. 
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and meaſures of: Friendjhip. - 
f | this will never be maintained axthe 
ar rate of friendſhip, unleſs it be fed 
$, | by pure materials, by worthrneſſes 
e, | which are the food of friendſhip. 
al | Where theſe are not,; men and wo- 
n| men may be pleaſed with one an- 
of| others company, and lie.under the 
18 ſame roof, and make themſelves 
companions of equal proſperities, 
i- 8 and humour their friend ; bur if 
df you call: this friendſhip, you give 
ef a ſacred name to humour-or tan- 
yl cy; forthere is a Platonic friend 
df} ſhip as well as a Platonic love ; bur 
a | they being but the Images of more 
1- | noble bodies are but like tinſel] 
o | dreſſings, which will ſhew bravely 
ff | by candle-light, and do excellently 
s, | ina mask, but are not fir for con- 
a | verſation, and the material enter- 
ef courſes of ourlite, Thele are the 
it | prettinefles of proſperity and good 
t | naturd witz but when-we ſpeak of 
th friendſhip, which 1s the beft-thing 
s. in 
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y 1h x world ( for it is love and be- 
neficence ; it 1s charity that 15 fit- 
red for ſociety ) we cannot ſuppoſe 
a brave pile ſhould be buiit up with 
nothing; and they that build Ca- 
{tles /in the aire, and luok upon 
friendſhip, as upon a fine Ro- 
mance, a thing that pleaſes the fan- 
cy,bur is good for nothing elſe,will 
doe well when they are aſleep, or 
when they are come to Elyi{tum ; 
and for ought I know in the mean 
time may be as much in love with 
Aandaza in the Grand Cyrus, as 
with the Counteſs of Exeter z and by 
dreaming of perte& and abſtracted. 
friendſhips, make them ſo immate- 
rial that they periſh in the hand-. 
ling and become good for no- 
thing, | 
ButI know not whither I was go- 
ing; I did only mean to ſay that 
becauſe friendſhip is that by which 
the world is moſt bleſſed and re-. 
: CELVES- 
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ceives moſt good, it ought to be 
choſen amongſt the worthieſt per- 
ſons, that is, amongſt thoſe that can 
do greateſt benefit fo each other ; 
and though-in equal worthineſs I 
may choote by my eye, or car, that 
1s, into the con{tderation of the 


_ eſſential- I may rake in alſo the ac- 


cidental and extrinſick worthineſ- 
ſes; yet I ought to give every one 
their juſt value; when the internal 
beauties are equa], theſe ſhall help 
to weigh down the {cale, and I will 
love a worthy friend that can de- 
light me as well as profit me, 'ra- 
ther then him who cannot delight 
me atall, and profit me zo more ; 
but yer I will not weigh the gayeſt 
ftlowers,.or the wings of buttertlies 
againſt wheat ; but when I aim to: 
chooſe . wheat, I may. take that. 
which looks the brighteſt: I had ra- 
ther ſee Time and Roſes,Marjoram 
and Julyflowers -that are fair and- 
ſweet. 
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ſweet and medicinal, then the pret- 
Tieſt Tulips that are good for no- 
thing: And my Sheep and Kine 
are better ſervants then race-Hor- 
{es and Grayhounds : And 1 ſhall F: 
rather furniſh my ſtudy with Pl«- p 
tarch and Cicero, with Livy and Po- 
ly3bius, then with Caſſa-dra and Thra- 

him Baſſa; and 1t I do give an hour Þ; 
tothele for divertiſement or plea- 
ſure, yet I will dwell with them 
that can inſtru& me and make me 
wiſe, and eloquent, ſevere and uſe- 
ful ro my ſelfe, and others. I end 
this withthe ſaying of Zel;zs in C:- 
cero: Amicitia' non debet conſequt 
 atilitatem, ſed amicitiam atilitas, 
When I chooſe my friend, I will 
not ſtay till I have received a kind- 
neſs; but I will chooſe ſuch a one 
that can doe me many if I need 
them : But I mean ſuch kindneſles 
whichmake me wiſer, and which 
make me better; that is, I will Iv; 
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& Fwhen I chooſe my friend , chooſe 
0 Fhim that is the braveſt, the wor- 
i Fthieſt and the moſt excellent per- 
i- Bon : and then your firſt Queſtion 
Ul Bis ſoon anſwered ; to love ſuch a 
perſon and to contract ſuch friend- 
ſhips 1s juſt ſo authorized by the 
principles of Chriſtianity , as it 
is warranted to love wiſdome and 
vertue, goodnels and beneficence, 
and all the impreſſes of God upon 
the ſpirits of brave men. 

2, The. next inquiry is how far :t 
may extend 2 That 1s, by what ex- 
preſſions- it may be ſignified > I 
finde that Dauidand Jonathan loved 
ata ſtrange rate 3 they were both 
good Men 3 though it happened 
that Jozathaz was on the obliging 
ide ; but here the expreſhons were; 
Jonathan watched for Davids good ; 
told him of his danger, and helped 
him to eſcape ; took part with Da- 
vids innocence again(t” his Fathers 

malice 


33 Diſcourſe of the Nature 


malice and injuſtice 3 and beyond 
_ all this,did it ro his own prejudice; 
and they two ſtood like two feet 
ſupporting one body ; though 7 
nathan knew that David woul; 
prove like the footof a Wraſtler 
. and would ſupplant him , not b 
any unworthy or uniriendly ation 
but it was from God; and he gave 
him his hand to ſet him upon hi 
own throne. | 
We finde his paralels in the Get 
tile ſtories :. young Athenodoras ha 
ving divided the eſtate with hisBrc 
ther Xezox; divided it again whe 
Xenon had ſpent his own = * Ac 
Lucullus would not take rhe Con 
ſulſhip till his younger brother ha 
farſt enjoyed it for a year ; bur Pol 
lax divided with Caſtor his immor 
tality z and you know who offer 
himſelfe to death being pledg to! 
his friend ; and his friend by per 
forming his word reſcued him : 
£6 bravely 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip, +3 
bravely : and when we finde in 
Scripture that for a good mar ſemenill 


Priſcilla-laid their necks. down for 
S$, Paul ; and the Galatians would 
have given him their very eyes, that 
15, every thing that was moſt dear 
to them,and ſome others were neer 


it is a precept of Chriſtian charity, 
tolay down our lives for our Bre- 
"ep thren, that is;thoſe who were com- 
ha bined 1n a cauſe of Religion, who 
were united with the ſame hopes, 
hefj and imparted to each other ready 
and afliſtances, and grew dear by com- 
on mon ſufferings, we need enquire no 
had further for the expreſſions of 
pl friendſhips; Greater love ther this 
hath zo man, then that he lay down his 
> {fe for his frieads ; and this we are 
fad oblig'dro do in ſome Caſes for all 
rj Chriſtians; and therefore we may 
af do it for thoſe whoare to us in th; 

. preſent 


even dare to ae; and that Aquzla and - 
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_ life to redeem another : | 
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preſent and imperfe& ſtate 0 
things,that which all the good men 


and women in the world ſhall be 


in Heaven, that 1s, in the ſtateo 


perfe& friendſhips, This is the 


biggeſt ; but then it includes and 
can ſuppoſe all the reſt z and if this 
may be done for all, and in ſome 
caſes muſt for any one of the mul. 
titude, we need not ſ{cruple whe- 


ther we may do it, for thoſe who 


Are better then a multitude, ' But a; 
for the thing it ſelfe, it is not eaſily 


. and lightly to be done; and a man 


muſt not die for humor, nor expend 
ſo great a Jewelfor a trifle : pda; 
avemve oaptiey 2190 Treg im” 80} Av- 
OITEAH TRAEKVLA DUR YET pevtt; 
ſaid Philo; we will hardly dic 
when it is for nothing , when no 
good, no worthy end is ſerved, and 
become a Sacrifice to redeem 2 
foot-boy, But we may not give our 
unleſs. 


I, The 
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1, The party for whom we die be 
a worthy and a uſetul perſon ; bet- 
ter for the publick or berter for Re- 
ligion, and more uſetul to others 
then my ſelte, Thus R:b:ſchim the 
German died bravely when he be- 
came a Sacrifice for his Maſter, 
Maurice Duke of Saxozy ; Cover- 
ing his Maſters body with his own, 


4 that he might eſcape the furie ofthe 


Turkiſh Souldiers. Succurram pe- 
rituro, ſed ut ipſe non peream, waiſt (6 


futurus ero magnt homins, aut mague 


ret merees ; ſaid Seneca, Iwilll =Y 
| 


a dying perſon if I can ; but Iwill 


not die my ſelfe for him, unleſs by 
my death I fave a brave man, or be- 
come the price of a great thing ; 


| that is, I will die for a Prince, for 


the republick, or to fave an Army 


as Datid expos'd himfſelt tro combat 


with the Philiſtin for the redempti- 
On of the Hoſt of Iſrael : And in this 
ſenſe, that is true 3 Preſtat ut pereat 

po an, 


46 2A Diſcourſe of the Nature 
urn, quam Unitas, better that one 
eriſh thena multitude. 2, A man 
dics bravely when he gives his tem- 
poral life to ſave the ſoul of any fin- 
gle perſon in the Chriſtian world, ſu 
Itis a worthy exchange, and the ſþ 
glorification of that love by which 
Chriſt gave his life for every ſoul; Þ 
Thus he that reproves an erring UW 
Prince wiſely and neceſſarily, he 
that afhrms a fundamental truth,or 
ſtands up tor the glory of the Di- 
vine attributes, though he die for it, 
becoms a worthy ſacrifice, 3.Thele 
are duty, but ir may be heroick and Fu 
full of Chriſtian bravery , to give al 
- My life to reſcue a noble and ar 
brave friend ; though I my ſelfe be 
as worthy a man as he ; becauſe the 
preference of him is an a& of hu- Ie 
mility in me; and of friendſhip to- $41 
wards him; Humility and Charzty Pac 
making a pious difference where 4! 
. art. by aature have made all e- Ft 
wn. Some 


and meaſures of Friendſhip, 47 
Some have fancied other mea- 
ſures of treating our friends, One 
fort of men ſay that we are to ex- 
Det that our friends ſhould value 
us as we value our ſelves : which if 
it were tobe admitred, will require 
hat we make no friendſhips with 
a proud man ; and ſo farre indeed 
cre well 3 but then this propor- 
ion does exclude allo humble men 
ho are moſt to be valued, and 
he rather becauſe they undervalue 
hemſelves. 

Others ſay that a friend is to va- 
ve his friend as muchas his friend 
alues him 3 bur neither 1s this well 
or ſafe, wiſe or ſufficient ; for it 
takes friendſhip a mere bargain, 
and is ſomething like the Country 
veddings in ſome places where I 
have been z where the bridegroom 
and the bride muſt meet in the balt 
re Iway, andif they fail a ſtep, they 
e- (ctire and break the match: Ir is 
1e - nor 
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not good to make a reckoning in 
friendſhip ; that's merchandiſe, or 
1t may be gratirude. but not nobl: 
friendſhip; in which each par 
ſtrives to out-do the other in ſigni. 
fications of an excellent love: And 
amongſt true friends there ts 30 fea 
of” loſing any thing, 

But chat which amongſt the olc 
Philoſophers comes neareſt to the 
right, is that we love our friend; 
as we love our ſelves. If they ha 
meant it'as our Bleſſed Saviour did 
of that general friendſhip by which 
we are to love all mankind, irt.had 
been perfe& and well; or if they 
had meant it of the inward aff 
Aion, or of outward juſtice ; bl 
becauſe they meant it of the mol 
excellent friendſhips, and of thy 
outward fignifications of it, 1t cal Q 
not be ſufficient : for a friend may 
and muſt ſometimes do more fot 5 
his friend then he would doe fog” 
30 7 - himſellJi.:: 
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uy himſelf, Some men will periſh be- 
of fore they will beg or peticion for 
NF themſelves to ſome certain perſons; 
in but they account it noble to doe-it_ 
i} for their friend, and they will want 
nd rather then theirfriend ſhall want ; 
land they will 'be more carneſt in 

praiſe or diſpraiſe reſpeQively for 
their friend then for themſelves, 
And indeed I account that one of 
the greateſt demonſtrations of real 
friendſhip is, that a friend can real- 
ly endeavour to have his friend ad- 
vanced in honour, in reputation, in 
_ the opinion of wit or learning be- 
_ forc himſelte.- | 


Martial. ' Aurum & . opes,. &. Tura fre-. 
ep.18, quens donabit amicus ; © 


""} 2u5 velit ingenio cedere rarus erit.. 
af 34 112t tantus aneſt veteris reſpeBiue 
fol HE At mie 6 fit ginamn ee Jomp Hehe. 
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Lands, gold and trifles many give || + 
or lend ; Rd ih 
But he that ſtoops in fame is a rare 
-, -friend-_ - | 
In friendſhips orbe thou art the 
. brighteit ſtarre = 
Before thy falne mine thou prefer- 
 xeſt tar, EE] 


But then be pleas'd to think that 
therefore I {o highly value this figs 
_ nification of. friendſhip, becauſe 1 
ſo highly value humility. . Humi- 
ity and Charity are:the two greats 
_ eſtgraces in the world ; and-theſe 
are the greateſt ingredients which 
onylrinue-; friepdibip and: 'ex: 
prellaWornm. 55th rom ef 

But there needs no. other meaſures 
of frjendfhip. bur that be thy bo 4 
oreatas you can exprels it; be < 


old wi wil. ae. 
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it; beyondJ; 
death it cannor goe, to death iÞ.o 

may, When the cauſe 4s — be 
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and meaſures of friendſhips. an I 
and juſt, charitable andreligious : 


and yet if there be any thing great- 
er then ro-{uffer' death (and pzin 


| 2nd ſhame” ro/ ſome [are' more it- 


ſufferable Yatrue and nobl&ffiend- 
ſhip ſhrinks nor. at: the gn 
trials. Fatt 

And yerthere' isa » limin' even to - 
PithdMhip. Jr muſk:be- as'Sreat as 
out-friend fairely Heeds Mm all things 
where we are not tied up by a for- _ 
mer duty, to-God," t& ourſelves, 
or' ſome i pte-obliging \xelative, 


| When ' Pol#x Heard-ifonie body 


© [whiſper rFeproactiagair{thisBrot 
ther Caſtor,” he kid the” flanderer 
with his fiſt * That-was & zeal 
which 'his friendſhip \could-! not 

warrant” Nwlla ft exonfuria Fae. 


ls Eauſh precaveris TaidiCrerv, - No 


?icridſhip can-exeiiſe +ſitme > And- 
His te braver Romaik infteficed in | 

bo hy -qury to-/their Coun- 
23 216 SGI Wh = fight*6n - | 

? our | 


ES 


; z 4 Diſcourſ e of the Nature 


| _ our friends part againſt our Prince | 
'_ or Country; and therefore when 
_ Caius Bloſims of Cumainthe edition 
of: Gracchw-appeated ; againſt his 
Country, when he. was taken hel 
anſwered, that he loved Tzberim 
Gracchus {o dearly, that he thought 
fit to. follow hin whitherſoeyer he 
lead 3:and begg'd pardon upon-that 
accolint- They.who.were his Jud- 
ges.were {o noble, that though they 
knew it no fair,excule ; yet for. the 
hongur.of :friend(hip.they did notf «| 
directly. ;;xejed his motion : 'butf w 
pur:bim:'t9death, becauſe he didf ti 
nods follow , ' but led on *Gracchul g 
and brought his friend into thef q 
{narc;;;;. For ſo, they preſerved thef a 
haenovrs ..ot.. irtendſbyp on; cither 
hgnd, by.neither {uffering 1r,.to be] te 
ſullied. by. a foul excuſe, nor yet] fri 
rejegag 1n any; tair-gretence, .. Al D 
man may. not; be _perjpred or AY al 
iriend.; I rememberto,haye ey ; 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip. W - ; 
in the Hiſtory of the Low-coun- 


 treys, that Gr:mſion and Redbead, 


when Bergenapzoom was beſieged by 
the Duke of Parmaacted for the in- 


| tereſt of the Queen of Erglaras for- 


ces a-notable deſign ; bur being ſuſ- 
pected and put for their acquittance 
to take the Sacrament of the Altar, 


they diflembled their perſons, and 


their intereſt, their deſign and their 
Religion, .and did for :the Queens 
fervice (as one wittily wrote to 
her ) give nor only their bodies but 
their {ouls, and ſo deſerved a re- 
ward greater then ſhe could pay 
them.; T'cannot fay this is a thing 
greater then a friendſhip can re- 
quire, for it.is not great at all, but 
a great villany , which hath no. 
name,''and no order 1n worthy en- 
tercourſes:;. .and no obligation toa 
friend. .can reach as high as our 
Duty to God: And he that does 
a baſe thing in zeal for his friend; 
. BE burns 
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/ burns the! golden thred that tie 

_ their hearts together 5 it is a con 

| ſpiracy, but no-longer friexaſhip, 
And when Cato lenr his wife to 
Hortenſius, and: Socrates lent his to 
a merry Greck ; they could-:not a 
mongſt wile perſons obtain. fo 
much as the fame of being worthy 
friends, neither could thoſe great 
Names legitimate an. unworthy 
action under the moſt plauſtble 


title. -. Ls: ; 

It is certain that amongf friends} * 
their eſtates are common; that is, Þ © 
by- whatſoever-:I ican reſcue : myſj/ * 
friend from calamity, Land todferveſſ © 
him, or not tocall hina friend 5 and j 
there 15 a great latitude in this, and f 
it is to be reſtrained by no pru-| © 
dence, but when there is on.the o-f| © 
ther fide a great neceſſity neither " 
vitious nor avoidable : A! mat : 


may chooſe, whether he wull of 
no; and he does not {in in not do-fj ; 
£ ing bi 
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ing it, utlefs he have bound him  -; 


ſeltto it: But certainly friendſhip 
is the greateſt bard 13 the world, aid 
if he have profeſſed a great friend- 


| ſhip, he hath a very great obliga- 


tion to do that and more; and he 
cati no wayes be diſobtiged but by 
the care of his Natural relatt- 
Dn | 

I ſaid; {| Friendſhip is the great- 


eft bond in the world, ] atrd' I had 


reaſori for *, for it is all the bands 
that this world hath ; and there 15 
no ſociety, and there is no reld- 


tion that ts worthy, but it is made 


fo by the conimunications of 
friendſhip and by partakitng forme - 
of irs excellencies. For irtendfhrp 
15 a tranſcendent, and fignifies as 
much as #7:ty can mean, and every 
confent; and every pleaſure; and 
every benefir, and. every focicty is 
the. Mother or the Daughter. of 


friendſhip. Some friendſhips are 
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made by zature, ſome by contraf, 
{ome by zztereſt, and ſome by ſoals, 
And in proportion to theſe wayes 
of Uniting, ſo the friendſhips are 


greater or leſs, vertuous or natu- | 
ral, profitable or holy, or all this 


together, Nature makes excellent 
iriendſhips, of which we obſerve 
ſomething in ſocial plants 5; grow- 
mg better in each others neighbour- 
hood then where they ſtand ſingly : 
And in animals it is more notori- 
ous, whoſe friendſhips extend fo far 
as to herd and dwell together, to 
play, and feed, to defend and fight 
for one another, and to cry in ab- 
lence, and.to rejoyce in one ano- 
thers preſence, Burt theſe friend- 
fhips have other names leſs noble, 
they are ſympathy, or they are 1#- 


(1:z#, Bur it to this natural friend- 


ſhip there be reaſon ſuperadded, 
ſomething will come in upon the 
ſtock of reaſon which will enoble 


it; 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip. 57 
it; but becauſe no Rivers can riſe 
higher then Fountains, reaſon ſhall 
draw out all the diſpoſitions which 
are in Nature and eſtabliſh them 
into friendihips, but they cannor 
ſurmount the communications of. 
Nature; Nature can . make no 
friendſhips greater then her own 
excellencies. Nature is the way of 
contraQting neceſlary friendſhips : 
that is, by nature ſuch friendſhips 
are contrated without which we 


| cannot live, and be educated, or be 


well, or be at all. In this ſcene, 
that of Parents and Children is the 
greateſt, which indeed is begun in 
nature, but is actuated by ſociety. 
and mutual endearments. :For Pa- 
rents love their Children becauſe 
they love themſelves,. Children be- 


_ 1ng but likeemiffions of water,ſym-: 
bolical,;or indeed the ſame with the 
fountain; and they in their poſteri- 


ty ſee the images and inſtrument.of 
D5 aa 
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a clivit immortality 3: but if Parents. 


and Children do not live together,.] 


we fee their friendſhips: and their 


lovesare much abated; and ſuppor- | 


ted only by fame andduty,. by cu- 
ftomes. and religion which to na- 
ture are bur artificial pillars, and. 
make this friendſhip to be complt-- 
cated;and to:pats-from its own kind 
co-another,, That of Children: to: 
their-Parents is nor property.triend- 
fhip,bur graticude and intereſi,zand. 
religion, and'what ever. can fuper- 
vene of: the nature: of- friendſhip 
comes: in upon another” accoum;. 
upon. fociety- and: worthinels: and. 
choice... #2; 

- This rclatiom on- either: hand: 
| males £rear. Dearnefes::- Bur'ir 
hath-ſpecialand:' proper: ſ{ignificati- 
om of it,. andthere 4s'a ſpecial du- 
ty. incumbem: ow each other reſpe= 
Gtively;. This friendſhip: and focial 
rejation'is:not equal. and there is 
F493 = r00- 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip. 59: 
too much authority on one fide, 
and too mnch fear on the other to 
make equal friendſhips ;antthere- 
fore although this is one of the 
kindes of friendſhip, that is of a fo- 
cial and relative love and conver- 
farion, yet in the more proper uſe 
of the word'; [ Friendſhip. ] does 
doe ſome things which Farher and 
Son do nor 5 I inſtatice in' the free 
and open'communicating counſels, 
and the evenneſs and pleafantneſfe 
of converſation ; and conſequently 
the —_ of the paternal 
and filial love as they are divers in 
themſelves and Unequal, andthere- 
fore another kinde of friendſhip 
then we mean in our. inquiry, to 
they are ſuch a duty which noother 
friendſhip can annul : becaule cheit 
mutual duty is bound upon'rhemn _ 
by religion long before any other 
frieridſhips can'be contrated ; and 
therefore. having fir poſſeffiori 


muſt 
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muſt abide for ever. The duty and 
love to Parents muſt not yeeld to 
religion, much leſs to any new 
' ſriendſhips : and our Parents are 


to be preferred before the Corban, | 


and are at no hand. to be laid afide 
but when they engage againſt God: 
Thar 1s, in the rights which this re- 
lation and kind of friendſhip chal- 
le Iges as its propriety,it is ſupreme 
and cannot give place to any other 
. friendſhips; till the Father gives his 
right away, and God or the Laws 
conſent to it ; as in the caſe of mar- 
riage, emancipation, and adopti- 


on to.another family. : 1n which ca- 


_ ſes though love and gratitude are 
Nill obliging, yet the ſocieties and 
duties of relation are.very much al- 
tered, which in the proper and beſt 


friendſhips can never be at all. But - 


then this alſo is true : that the ſocial 


relations of Parents and Children 


not. having in them. all the.capact- 
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vics of a proper friendſhip, cannot 
challenge all the ſignifications of 
it.: that 1s, it is no prejudice to the 
duty I owe there, ta pay all the 
dearneſſes which are due here, and 
to friends there are ſomethings due 
which the other cannot challenge : 
I mean, my ſecret, and my equal con- 
verſatioz, and the pleaſures and in- 
tcreſts of theſce,and the conſequents 
FF | 
Next to this is the ſociety and 
dearneſs of Brothers and Siſters : 
which uſually is very great- a- 
mongſt worthy perſons ;, bur if it 
be conſidered what it 1s in it ſelf, 
it is but very little; there 1s very 
often a likeneſſe of natural temper, 
andthere is a ſocial life under the 
lame roof, and they are command- 


-Jed to love one another, and they. 


are equals in many inſtances,, and 


fare endeared by converſation-when 


itis merry and pleaſant, innocent. 
and. - 
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and ſimple, without art and with- 


out Uefign; Bur Brothers pals: net} 


into noble. friendſhips upon the 
ſock of that relation: they have 


air diſpoſitions ' and advantages, 


and ate more eaſte and ready to 
ferment into! the greateſt dearnel- 
{es, if all rhings eMe be. anfwers- 
ble. Nature difpoſes them well 
towards it, but in-this- inquiry if we 
aske what duty is paſſed upon a 
Brother to a Brother even for be. 
ing (06> Fanſwer, that religion and 
eur parents and God: and the laws 
appoittwhat meafures they pleaſe; 
but nature paſſes bur very litrle;and 
friendſhip leſs ; and this weſce ap- 
parently-m'thoſe Brothers who live 
alunder, and contract new rela- 
ttotis} and dwell in otherſocieries: 
There is no love, no friendſhip 
without the entercourſe of conver- 
iation-: Friendſhips indeed may 
Jaſt longer then our abode toge 

- ther, 


and meaſures of Freendfhip, '6&3 
| ther, but they were firſt contraQ- 
ot <d by it,, and eſtabliſhed by plea- 
1x ſurc and benefit, and unleis it be the 
vel beſt. kmd of friendſhip ( which 
$, that of Brothers in that meer capa-- 
to} city is not)'it dies when it wanms the 
{| proper-nutrimentand fupport-: and 
+10 to this purpoſe is that whieh' was 
elf ſpoken by: Solomon + [| better: is & 
veſfl Frov. merghbour that 15: xear , then. 
aff 27-'0- 2 Brother that is far off : } that 
X-Þ| is, alrhough ordimarily, Brothers 
nd} are fiſppoſicſied of the enrries-and 
wh fancies. of friendſhip; becauſe they 
{c;}l are of the fir ft {ſocieties arid conver 
nd} fations;- yer. when that ceaſes and” 
2p-ſ the Brother-goesaway,. for that- he 
ive does no: advantage, no-benefit of 
1a-} emercourte ; the neighbour that 
es: | dwells by me, with whom if F con- 
alp} verſe ar all,. eirher-he is' my enemy 
&-Jand does, .and receives evil; or if. 
nylwe converſe ww worhineſſes \and 
g& [benefit and pleaſant communicati- 
ICT, ON. 
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.ODp, he is better in the laws and 
meaſures of friendſhip then my di- 
{fant Brother. And it 1s obſervable 


that [ Brother ].1s indeed a word of | 
friendſhip and charity and of mu: | 


tual endearment, and ſo.-1s a title 
of the braveſt. ſociety; yet in all 
the Scripture there are no precepts 
given of any duty and comport 
which Brothers,tiat is, the deſcen- 
dents. of the ſame parents are to 
have one towards another. in that 
capacils and it is not becauſe their 
nearneſs is ſuch-that .they need 
none :.Fox parents and children are 
neeret and yet.need tables of duty 
to be deſcribed ;. and for Brothers, 
certainly -rhey need ir infinitely if 
there be- any; peculiar Juty.; Cazr 
and Abel are the great probation of 
that, and you know who faid, 


Fratrum: quoque gratia rarg eſt :. 


It 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip, 65 
It is not often. you ' ſhall ſce 
Two Brothers live in amity. 


But the Scripture which often de-- 
| ſcribes the duty of Parents and 


Children, never deſcribes the duty 
of Brothers z except where by 
Brethren are meant all that part of 
mankind who are tied to us by any 
vicinity and cadearment of religt- 
on or country, of profeſſion and 
family, of contra or fociety , of 
love and the nobleſt friendſhips ; 
the meaning 1s, that rhough frater- 
nity alone be the endearment of 
ſome degrees of friendſhip, with- 
out choice and withour excellen- 
cy ; yet the relation it {elfe 1s not 
friendſhip and does not naturally 
infer .it, and that which 1s procu- 
red by it, is but limited and lit- 
tle; and though it-may pals into 
it, as other converſations may, yet 
the friendſhip is accidental to it; 


66 4 Diſcourſe of the Nature 
enters upon other accounts, as it 


does between ſtrangers ; with thk| 


only difference that Brotherhood 
does oftentimes aſſiſt the valuation 
of thoſe excellencies for which we 
entertain _ our. friendſhips. Fre 
ternity 15 the opportunity and the 
preliminary dt{poſitions to friend- 
ſhip, and no more. For if my Bro- 
ther be a fool or a-vitious perſon, 
the love to which nature and ot 
firſt converſation difpoſes me, dog 
not end infriend{hip;, bur in pity 
and fair proviſions ,. and aſſiſtat 

.ces.z which is a demonſtration th# 

Brotherhood i but the inclindtioh 
, and addrefs to friendſhip ; atid 
_ though I will love a worthy Br6 
ther more then a wotthy ftanget; 
it the; worthineſs be equal, becauſe 
the relation is fomething, an 
being put intothe ſcales againſt ai 


equal worthinefs muft needs tuts 


the ballance, as every gtain will do 


- 
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aud meaſures of Friendſhip, 67 
in an even weight z yet when the 
relation is all the worthineſs that 
| is pretended, | it cannot ſtand in 
competition with a friend : for 
though a friend-Brother is better 
then a frrendſtranger, where the 
friend 1s equal, but the Brother 
is nor : yet a Brother 1s not better 
then a triend ; but as Solomoys ex- 
preſſion is, | there is a friend that is 
better then a Brother, ] and tg, be 
born .of the ſame parents is ſo ac- 
cidental and extrinſick to a mans 
F pleaſure or worthineſs, or ſpiritu- 
o al advantages, that though it be 
OY xery pleafing and uſefull that a 
8 Brother ſhould be a friend, yet it 
ti 15no great addition to a Giend that 
"T0 heallo is a Brother : there is ſome- 
Tr; thing-.1n it. but not much. Butin 
- ſhore, the caſe is thus, | The. firſt 
"ch beginnings of friendſhip ſerve the 
al neceſſities; but choice and wor- 
"1 thineſs are the excellencics of its 

| : | EN». 
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endearment and its bravery ; and 
between a Brother that 1s no friend, 


and a friend that 1s no Brother, | 


there is the ſame difference as be- 


tween the diſpoſition, and the at 


or habit : a Brother if he be worthy 
15 the readieft and the neareſt to be 


a friend, burtill he be ſo, he 1s but 


the twi-light of the day, and but 
the' bloſſom to the faireſt fruit 6 


 *Paradiſe, A Brother does fiot al- 
Wwayes make a friend, but a friend 
ever makes a Brother- and more; 
And although nature ſometimes 
 findes the tree, yer friendſhip et- 


graves theImage ; the firſt rclatj- 
on places him- in the garden, but 


friendſhip {ets it in the Temple 


and then only it 1s venerable and 
facred :- and ſo is Brother-hood 


when it hath the ſoul of friend 


ſhip. 538 Eg. 
 Sothar if it be asked which are 


moſt to be valued , Brothers, or 


friends ; 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip, 6 9 


friends ; the anſwer is very caſe ; . 
_ Brotherhood is or may be one i 


the kinds of friendſhip, and fro 
thence onely hath .its value, and \ 


| therefore if it be compared with a + 


greater friendſhip muſt give place : 
Bur then ir 1s not to be asked which 
is to be preferred, a Brother or a 
Friead, but which, s the better 
friend; Memnon or my Brother? 
For it my Brother ſayes I ought to 
love him beſt, then he ought to 
* Ut praftem. "love. me beſt ; ,* it, 

Plades,, ali: Hor Me rs 5 a 
qu nin? Þr a- 1en 42n he 
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Ih which hath no correſpondent : buſi (; 
| ſuppoſe it, and adde this alſo, that] 
_ am equally. his Brother as” 'he-is 
"© mine; and then he* alfo/ muſt love 
me whether I love him or 'no, and, 
if he does not 3 he ſayes, I muſt 
love him though he be my Enemy; 
and' fo] muſt; but T muſt notfc 
tove my Enemy "though he -be myſſ 
Brother more then T love my: 
Friend ; and -at laſt if he does loveſſ. 
' mefor ; being bis Brother, I conf}. 
_ this love deſerves love agam 
byt: the by Fonfider; -that he Jove Il. 
teu pon an” ificom! «tent .xealpn;&. 
fe be that loyes me only (becauſe ſh, 
Tam Boom loves me. for that. 


&&; 


as that comes t6, þþ.c 
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and meaſures of Friendſhip, 51 
Manding, and uſefulneſs of conver- 
ation, and the benefits of Counſel 
and all thoſe endearments whick 
make our lives pleaſant and our 
Spcrions Dear, are not better and 
greater reaſons of love and Dear- 
neſs then to be born of the ſame 
fieſh, I think amongſt wiſe per- 


[JOY 


ons needs no great enquiry, For 
: raternity is but a Cognation of bo- 


dies, but friendſhip 15 an Union of 
ouls which-.are 'confederated by 
more noble -ligatures. - My Bro- 
her, if he be no more;' ſhalF have 
-hand to'help him,:\bur unleſs 
f e be my friend to0;he cannot chal- 
':- Menge my* heart; 'and ifhis 'being 
” my triend be the greater nearneffe; 
". hen fr:end s-more then Brother;and 
0 Þ ſ@ppoſe no nian doubts, biit-chat 
A David lovd Jonathan far'ttiore thej 
7 he lov'd his Brother Elzab, (i t 
of 56 One 1nqutry more ye By be - 
Ty this affair,” ahd thats; whethes 


72 A Diſcourſe of the Nature 


' afriend may be more then Hus-ff c 
band or Wie? To which larnfr 
Gwer, that it can never be-reaſona-Þ} ! 
ble or juſt, prudentor lawtul:: buff r 
the reaſon 15s, becauſe Marriage if t 
the Queen of friendſhips, n which 
there 1s a communication of all that ti 
can. be communicated by friend-ſ ft 
ihip : andit being.made facred bylifc: 
vows andlove, by bodies and ſouls,ſfi 


=} 
—— 


by intereſt and cnſftome, by reli 
g10n and 'by laws, by comma 
counſels; and common fortunes; 
It, is the-principal, inthe kind gj 
friendſhip, and the meaſure of a 
thejreſt : And there 1s. no abate 
menr'to this conſideration, but tha 
there ;May-BE; {ome .allay 1n,rhis s 
1n.pther leflgr frigndſhips by.the ip 
capacity of, the perſons: -1f Jhajt 
nat, choſgn ; my. friend; wiſely - a 
fortunately,-he cannot be the corre flw 
latiye-jn the beft Ynion 3; but, thaſh\ 


the iricpd livgs as, the loul gies: 
b ; 


CC 


and meaſares of Friendſhip, 73 
«} cer death, it is in the ſtate of ſepa- 
v-&f ration, in which the ſoul ſtrangely 
+Þ| loves the body and longs to be 
uÞÞ} zcunited, but the body is ah uſeleſs 
iff crunk and can do no miniſteries to 
<the ſoul';' which therefore: prayes 
at ro have the body reformed and re- 
dE ftored and made a brave and a fit 
by companion : So muſt rhefe beſt 
fiends:, when: one is uſeleſs '6r 
1:-Yunapr to the braveries of the prin- 
onficely friendſhip, they muſt love 
ever, —_— ever, and long till 
the other 'be perfeted and made 
Ul fir; in this taſe there wants only the 
te-Mbody, but the foul is ftill a telative 
and muſt be fo for ever. 
_ A Husband and a Wie are the 
beſt friends, bnrt they cannot al- 
wayes fignifie all that to. each o- 
alther - which their | friendſhips 
Kwonld'; as the Sun ſhines not upon 
a Valley which ſends up athick-va- 
pour to'cover his face; and —_— 
EO Þ 'E 1s 
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his beams are eternal, yet the e. 
miſhon is intercepted by the inter. 
vening cloud. But however , all! 
friendſhips are bur parts of this; a 
- . man muſt leave Father and Mother 
and cleave to his Wite, that is [ the 
deareſt thing in Nature ts not compa- 
rable to the deareſt thing . of . friend: 
Jbip : ] andI think this 1s argument 
ſufficient to prove friendſhip ito be 
the greateſt band in the world; 
Adde to this, that other friendſhips © 
are parts of this, they are martia- 
ges too, leis indeed then the 0- 
ther, . becauſe they cannot, mwk 
not beall that endearment which 

. the other is; yet that being the 
principal, is the meaſure of the 
reſt, and are all to be honoured by 
like dignities, and-meaſured by te 
ſame rules, and conducted by thei... 
portion of the ſame Laws: Bu 
as friendſhips ate Marriages of the]. c 
ſoul; apd'gf fortunes and intereſts hi 
f'. PDA 6 andf 
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| | and meaſures of friendſhips. #5 
and counſels ; ſo they are 4rother- 
ij hoods too ; and1T often think of the 
excellencies of friendſhips in the 
words of Dauid, who certainly was 
1, |} che beſt friend in the world | Ecce 
quam bonum & quam jucunaum fra- 
W EG habitare in unum :] It 15 good 
and it is pleaſant that Brethren 
be ſhould live like friends, that 1s, 
j {= :bey who are any wayes relative, 
"2 and who are any wayes ſociall and 
PF confederate ſhould alſo dwell in 
K Unity and loving ſociety, for thar 
15 the meaning of the word | Bro- 
uk ther] in Scripture [It was my Bro- 
ther Jozathan, ſaid* David: ſuch 
p[Prothers contraQiing ſuch friend-. 
"Flhips are the beaurtics of ſociety, 
re god the pleaſure of life, and the 
teſtivity of minds : and whatſoe- 
ir ('<. can be ſpoken of love, which is 
% Gods eldeſt daughter, can be ſaid 
; 'fof - vertuous friendſhips; and 
nd 


ts, though Carneades made an cloquent 
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oration at Rome againlt juſtice, yet þ 
never ſaw a Paneg rick of ma-| 


lice, or ever read that any man 
was witty againſt friendſhip, TIn- 
deed it 1s probable that ſome mey, 
finding themſelves by the peculia- 
rities of friendſhip excluded from 
the participation of thoſe beauties 
of ſociety which enamel and a- 
dorn the wile and the vertuou; 
might ſuppoſe themſelves to have 
reaſon to ipeak the evill words of 
envie and detraction ; I wonder 


not for all thoſe unhappy ſoul 


which ſhall find heaven gates ſhut 
againſt them, will think they have 
reaſon to murmur and blaſpheme: 
The fimilitude is apt enough, for 
that is the region of friendſhip; 
and love is the light of that glork 
ous Countrey, but {o bright that it 
needsno Sun: Here we have fine 
and bright rayes of that celeſtiall 


the 
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and meaſures of Frienaſhip. 77 


| the light of it is in ſome meaſure 
| to be extended, like the treaſures 
of light dwelling in the South, yet - 


a little do uluftrate and beautifie 
the North, yet ſome live under the 
line, and the beams of friendſhip 
inthat poſition are 1imminent and 
perpendicular, 

I know but one thing more in 
which the Communications of _ 
friendſhip can be reſtrained ; and 
that 1s, in Friends and Enemies : 
Amicus amict, amicus menus non eff : 


| My friends friend is not alwayes 


my friend; nor his enemy mine; _ 
for if my friend quarrell with a 
third perſon with whom he hath 
had no friendſhips, upon the ac- 
count of intereſt ; it that third 


{ perſon be my friend, the noble- 


neſs of our friendihips deſpiſes 
ſuch a quarrel ; and what may 'be 


jall reaſonable in him, would be igno- 
adef ble in me 3 ſometimes it may be 
S 3 - other- 


the 


* 
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other wiſe, and friends may mar 
ry one anothers loves and hatreds, 
bur it is by chance if it can be juſt, 
and therefore becauſe it 7s 70t al. 
wayes Tight it cannot be ever neceſ-| 
ſary. | 
In all things elſe, ler friendſhips 
be as high and expreſſive till they 
become an Union, or that friends 
like the Molionidez be ſo the ſame 
that the flames of their dead bo- 
dies make but one Pyramis ; no 
charity can be reproved, and ſuch 
friendſhips which are more then 
| ſhadows, are nothing elſe but the 
rayes of that glorious grace drawn 
into. one centre, and made more a- 
Give by the Union ; and the pro- 
per ſignifications are: well repre- 
ſented in the old Hieroglyphick 
by which the antients depicted 
friendſhip: © In the beauties and 
<« ſtrength of a young man, barc- 
« headed, rudely clothed, to _ 

c«c ne 


| and meaſures of Friendſhip, 79 
« fie its aivity, and laſtingnels, 
« readineſs of ation, and aptneſles 
« to doe ſervice z Upon the iringes 
« of his garment was written ors 


| «  w:ita, as fignifying that 27 life 


« azd' death the friendſhip was the 
« {ame; on the forehead was writ- 
«ten, Summer and winter, that 15, 
« proſperous and adverle accidents 
« and ftates of life; the left arm 
« and ſhoulder was bare and na- 
«ed down to the heart to which 
« the finger pointed, and there was 
« written loyge' & prope: by all 
which we know that triendſbip 
does good farre and neer : in Sum- 
mer and in Winter, in life and 
death, and knowes no difference of 
ſtate or accident but by- the varie- 


ty of her ſervices : and therefore 


ask no more to what we can be ob- 
liged by friendſhip; for it is e- 
very-thing that can be horeſt and 
prudent, uſeſul and necefjary. 
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| For this is all the allay of this 
Univerſality, we may do any thing: 
or ſuffer any thing, that is wiſe or 
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nece([ary,..or greatly beneficial tom 
gr ya FI mw thing , A 
which I am perfe® maſter of my 
perſon and fortanes, But 1 would not 
in bravery viſit my friend when 
he. 1s {ick of the plague, unleſs-I 


can do him good equall at. leaſt to | 


my danger, but I will /procure him 


| Phyſicians and prayers, all the af 
f fiſtances that he can receive, and 
-that-he .can deſire, if they be in 
my Powers and.,when he. is dead, 
I wi 


I will not run into. his grave and be 
ſtifled with his earth ; but I will 
mourn for him, and-perform His 
will, and take care of his relatives, 
and. doe for him as if he were. a- 


live, and1T think. that is the mean- 
ing of that hard ſaying of a Greck 
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'Avbewn” dAAAouGv dm regty a- 


{hey ETETE GI 
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To me though aiſtant Jet thy - 

_ friendihip fly, 

Though men be mortal;friendfhips 
muſt not die. 

Of all things elſe ther's great ſa- 
tlety, 


Of ſuch immortal abſtracted pure 


FE friendſhips indeed there is no great | 


plenty, and to ſee brothers hate 
cach other, is not ſo rare as to ſee 
them love at- this rate, The dead 
and the: abſent have but few friends, 
ſay the Spaniards ;. but they who 
are the ſame to their friend «T9- 
TegJ, when he is in. another 
Countrey, or in another World, 


theſe are they who are fit to pre- 


E. 5 lerve- 
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ſerve the ſacred fire for eternal ſa-| 
crifices, and to perpetuate the me-| 


mory of rhoſe exemplar friend. 
ſhips of the beſt men which have 


_ filledthe world with hiſtory and 


wonder : for in no other: ſenſe but 
this, can it be true ; that friend- 
ſhips are pure loves, regarding to 
do.good more then to receive it:He 
that is a friend' after death, hopes 
not for a recompenſe from his 
friend,and'makes no bargain either 
for fame or.love ; but is rewarded 
With the conſcience and ſatisfati- 
on of doing bravely : bur then this 
is demonſtration that they chooſe 
Friends beſt who ' rake perſons. fo 
worthy that can and will'doſo:This 
is the profit and' ufcfulneſſe of 
friendſhip ; and he that comradts 
fucha noble Union ; muſt rake 


care that his friend be ſuch who | 


can and will ; bur hopes that him- 
&1fe ſhall be firſt uſed, and pur 
| | 9, 
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-£ to a&t it; I will not have ſuch a 
|| friendſhip that is good for no- 


thing, but I hope that I ſhall be 
.O0n the S1vIng and aſliſting part; 


| and yer if both the friends be fo 


noble and hope and ſtrive to doe 
the benefit, I cannot well ſay 
which ought to yield, .and whe- 
ther that triendſhip were. braver 
that could be content to be un- - 
proſperous ſo his friend might 
have the glory of aſliſting him ; 
or: that which deſires to give afſi- 
ſtances in the greateſt meaſures of 
friendſhip : but he that chooſes 
a worthy triend thar himſelt in the 
dayes of ſorrow and need might. 
receive the advantage, hath no 
excuſe, no pardon, unleſs him»: 
ſelt be -as certain todo afhftan- 
ces when evil fortune ſhall require - 
= The fumme of this antwer 
to this enquiry I give you-1n a pair. 
of Graaleverdin, - TY : - 
| | $00y 
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Friends are to friends as lefler 
Gods, while they = 
Honour and ſervice to each other 
-,... PAY. 
But when a dark cloud comes, 
grudge not to lend 
Thy head, thy heart, thy fortune 
-  Ttotby friend. 
3. The laft i inqu 


Iry IS, "Ol friend. 


ſbip $ are to be condutied # That 15, 


—_ are the duties tn preſence and it 
abſence z mhether the friend may not 


deſire te. enjoy bes friend as well-as bs 


freenaſbip 2 The anſwer to which 
in a-great meaſure de 
what I. bave faid already : and if 


Siendihip be a Wen in ſociety, | b 


and 
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and-is not for contemplation and 


| noiſe, but for materiall comforts 


and noble treatments and ufages, 
there is no peradventure, but that 
if I buy land, I may ear the fruits, 
and if I take a houle. I may dwell 
init; and it I love a- worthy per- 
fon, I may pleaſe my ſelte*n his 


ſociety : and 1in this there is no ex- 


ception; unleſs the friendſhip be 
between perſons of a different 


| ſex : for then not only the intereſt 


of their religion, and the care of 


| their honour, but the worthinefs of 


their friendſhip requires that their 
entercourſe be prudent and free 
from ſuſpicion and reproach - and 
if a friend is obliged to bear a ca-' 
lamity ,: {ſo he ſecure the honour 


| of his friend, it wilt concern him - ! 


to condu& his entercourſe-in-the- 
lines of a vertuous prudence ,. fo 


that he ſhall rather loſe' much of 
| bis 097 comfort, then, ſhe any thing 
TY p, 


. , 


<a 0. 
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of ber honour; and in this caſe, jj - 


. the noiſcs of: people are ſo to beÞ 


regarded, that next to innocence 


 theyare the principal. Bur when 


by caution and prudence and {e- 
vere conduct, a friend hath done 
all that he ar ſhe can to. ſecure 
tame.and honourable reports ; at- 
ter this, their noiſes are to- be de- 
ipiſted; they muſt nor fright us 
frm friendſhips, nor from 
her faireſt entercourſes; 7 may 


lawfully pluck the cluſters from my own. | 
Une, though he that walks by. calls me | 


thief. | 
.But by the way. ( Madam ) you 


may ſee how much I differ trom | 


the moroſity.of thoſe Cynics who 
would not admit your ſex into the. 


communities. of a noble friend- | 
ſhip. | I believe ſome Wives have: | 
4 beenthe beſt friends -1n the;world ;. | 
|| and few ſkories can out-do the no- 


bleneſs and piety, of that Lady thar. 


{uck'd.. | 


TIE — WI In > Hg. I nee 


ſuck'd the poiſonous, -purulent 
x matter from the wound of our 
ef brave Prince in. the holy }Land, 
n || when an Aflaſine had pierc'd him 
e- || with a venom'd arrow; and 1 it 
ie | be told rhat women cannot retain 
re | counſell, and therefore can be no 
f£ | brave friends; I cart beſt confute 
e- | them by the ſtory of Porcra,' who 
2s Þ being fearful of the weakneſs of 
m | her ſex, ſtabb'd her ſelf into the 
a) | thigh to try how ſhe could bear 
| painz and finding, her ſelfe. con- 
ze | ſtant enough to that ſufferance, 
cently chid her Brutus for not 
daring to truſt her, ſince now ſhe 
m | perceived rhat. no torment could 
o: || wreſt that ſecret from-her, which 
ie | ſhe hoped might be intruſted to 
I. | her, It there were . not more 
e: | things to be ſaid for your ſatisfa- 
| ion, I could have made it diſpu- 
table whether have been more 
illuſtrious in their firiendſhbips-men 
ho OF: 


and meaſures of Frien 


wo 


| 
' 
' 
7 
{ 3 
' 
' 
j 


iO» 26 1 7 oo et ans en bm el he Wane —— 4” : - hos hn ct -— enter hoo 
C 
- 


88 A Diſcourſe of the Nature 


or women > I cannot ſay that 
_ Women are capable of all thoſe 
excellencites by which men can ob- 
lige the world; and therefore a 
fema] friend in fome caſes is not 
ſogood a counfellor as a wiſe man, 
and cannot fo well defend my ho- 
nour ; nor diſpoſe of reliefs and 
aſfiftances if ſhe be under the pow- 
er of another : but a woman can 
love as paſhonately, and converſe 
s pleafantly, and retain a ſecret 
as faithfully, and be ufctul in her 
proper miniſteries; and ſhe can 
die for her friend as well as the 


braveſt Roman Knight; and we fr 


find that fome perſons have en- 
gag'd themſelves as farre as death 
upon a lefs intereſt then all this 
amountsto : ſuch were the tvy«- 
Aiei or as the Greeks call them, the 


Devori of a Prince or General, the | 


Aſlaſines amongſt the Saracezs, 
the ZoAidEvor amongſt the 01d Ga- 
£9 latins! 


and meaſures of Friendſhip. 8g 


it | letras; they did as much as a 
e Þ friend could do; and it the great- 
> Beſt ſervices of a friend can be paid 
a Ftor by an '1gnoble price,” we catt- 
Nt ſnot grudge to vertuons and brave 
n, {women that they be: partners in a 
noble friendſhip, ſince their con- 
verſation and returns can adde 1{o 
many moments to the felicity of 
ourlives : and therefore, though a 
nife' cannot enter as farre as a 
word, yet a Knife may be more 
ſeful to ſome purpoſes ; and in 
very thing , except it be againſt 
an enemy. A man 15 the: beft 
Irtend in-tronble, but a waman 
may be equal to him in the dayes 
th ot joy : a woman can as well in-. 
1s f(creaſe our comforts, but cannot ſo 
o- ſwell leflen our ſorrows : and 
ie ſtnerefore we do not carry women 
1e Pvith us when we go to fight ; but 
c, $1 peacefull Cities and times , 


4- pertuous women are the beauties 
: of 


go ADiſcourſe of the Nature 


. of ſociety and the prettineſſes of 
friendſhip. And when we conſider 
that few perſons in the world have 
all thoſe. excellencies by - which 
friendſhip can be uſefull and illu- 
ftrious, we may as well allow 
"women as men to be friends ; ſince 
they can have all that which can be 


= neceſſary and eflentiall ro friend. i 
ſhips, and theſe cannot have all by 


which friendſhips can be accider 
tally improved; in all ſome abate 
ments. will be made ; and we fhal 
do too much honour to women, | 
we rejet them ' from friendſhips 
becauſe they are nor perfed : fo 
if to friendſhips we admit imper- 


fe&t men, becauſe no man is per{ſſ 


fe& : he thar reje&ts women doe 
finde fault with them becauſe the 
are. not more perfe&' then men, 
which either does ſecretly affirm 
that they ought and can be 'pet- 
_ fe, orclle jt openly accuſes met 
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of injuſtice and partiality. 

I hope you will pardon me that 
I am a lictle gone from my un- 
dertaking, I went aſide to wait 
upon the women and to do coun- 
tenance to their tender vertues ; I 
am now return'd, and, it I were 
todo the office of a guide to unin- 


| ſtructed friends, . would adde:the 
| particulars following 3 Madam, 


you need not read them now, but 
when. any friends come to be 
taught by your precept and exam- 
ple how to converſe in the no- 
bleſt Conjugations, you may 
put theſe into better words and tell 
them 

1, That the firſt law of friend- 


ſhip is, they muſt neither ask of 


their friend what is Undecent; nor 
grant it if themſelves be ackr. 
For it is no good office to make my 


triend more vitious or more a fool; 


I will reſtrain his folly , but not 
nurſe 
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nurſe it ; I will not- make my 
groom the officer of my luft and 
vanity. There are Villains who 
ſel] their ſouls for bread, that offer 
{in and vanity at a price : I ſhould 
be. unwilling my friend ſhould 
know I am vitious ; but 1f he could 
be brought to miniſter to it; he js 
not worthy to be my friend: and 
if I could offer it tohim, I donot 
delerve to claſpe hands with a ver- 
tuous perſon. 

2. Let no man chooſe him for 
his friend whom it ſhall be poſſi- 
ble for: him ever after to hate; . for 
though the ſoc:ety may juſtly be 
interrupted, yet /ove is an immot- 
tal thing, and I will never deſpiſe 
him whom I could: once think 


__ . worthy of my love, A friend that 


. proves not good is rather to be 
ſuffered, then any enmities be en- 
tertained : and there are ſome out- 
cr offices of friendſhip gfe 

rud- 
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drudgeries in which the leſs wor- 
thy are-to be 1imployed, and it 1s 
better that he be below ſtairs then 
quite thrown out of doors, 

3. There are two things which 
a friend can never pardon, a trea» 
cherous blow and the revealing of 
a ſecret, becaule theſe are againſt 
the Nature of friendſhip ; they are 
the adulteries of it, and diſſolve the 
Union ;. and in the matters - of 
iriendſhip which is the marriage of 
ſouls; theſe are the proper cauſes 
of divorce : and therefore IT ſhall 
adde this only., that ſecrecy is the 
chaſtity of friendſhip, and the pub- 
lication of it 1s a proſtitution and 
dire& debauchery ; but a ſecret, 


treacherous wound is a... pertede: 


and unpardonable Apoſtacy. :»I 
remember a pretty ſapolague that - 
Bromeard tells, A Fowler in a 
tharpfroſty morning having taken 
many little birds for . _— be 
3.1L, ad 
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had long watched, began to take 


up his nets; and nipping the birds 


on the head laid them down. A 
young thruſh eſpying the tears 
trickling down his. cheeks by. the 
. reaion of the extreme cold, ſaid 
. to her Mother, that certainly the 
man was very merciful and com- 


| paſſionate that _ ſo bitterly o- 


ver the calamity ot the poor Birds, 
'- But | her Mother told her more 
wiſely, that ſhe might better judge 
of. the mans diſpoſition by his hand 
then by his eye ; and if the hands 
do ſtrike treacherouſly, he can ne- 
ver be admitted to friendſhip, who 
ſpeaks fairly and weeps pitritully, 
Friendſhip is' the greateſt ho- 
nefty and ingenutty in the 
world,” : 
: 4; Never accuſe thy friend, nor 
| believerhim that does : if thou doſt, 
thou baſt 'broken the -skin 5 but 
he that is angry with every little 


fault [*- 
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fault breaks the bones of friend- 
ſhip : and when we conſider that 


Jin ſociety and the accidents of eve- 


ry day, in which no man 1s con- 
ſtantly pleaſed or diſpleaſed with 
the ſame things; we ſhall finde 
reaſon to impute the change unto 
our ſelves; and the emanations of 


Jthe, Sun are ſtill glorious , when 


our eyes areſore : and we have no 
realon to. be. angry with an eter- 
nal Iight,becauſe we have a change- 
able and a mortal faculty. But 
however, do not think thou didfſt: 
contra& alliance with an Angel, 
when thou didft rake thy friend in- 
to thy bolome; he may .be weak 
as well as thouart, and thou may- 
eſt need pardon as wellas he, and 


bl 
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F:-- ©. 2whad never beers honoured with 


that man loves flattery more then 
friendjbip, whowould not only have bit 
friend, but all the contsugencies W hi 
| w#; to humour him, 

; Give <br friend counſel wiſe 
bj. and chatirably , bur leave him 
70) "= liberty aA he will fol- 


low thee or no; and be not angry 


if thy counſel. be reje&ed - - tor, 
advice is m0 Biaprre, and he is not 
my triend that wilt be:my Jud 
whether I will or 16,  Aeoptols 


the iviftory and: ſpoiles: ob 76 
he had artended xo rhe tears! ail 
counſel of Lytomedzs, who being & 
fraid-/to venture ' the 'x _ mah, 
fain would have had | eep at 
home-fafe in his little and. He 
that gives advice to his friend. and 
exarls obedience to It, does: not the 
kindnefle and ingenuity of a friend 


but the office and pertneſs of 42 | 


Schoolmaſtcr, | 
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6, Nevet |: 


and adn qf-Priend bi 97 
ell. 6. Never be 4 Judge: between 
my thy friend; jj any matter where 
if -both fer. ack nearts upon the vi&to- 
N75) </ -If ſt=angers Or enemies be 11- 
e Higan what ever {ide thou ia- 

voureſt, thou gerteſt a friend, but 
;when friends are eparries! thou lo- 
leſt one 

7. Never comport thy ſelf ſo, 
as that thy frierid can be afraid of 


relation 'alrers when 'a new and” © 
troubleſome /; paſſion ſupervenes. 
ODE RUNT ques QCMET t- 
{U N,T.  Perfett love caſteth out fear, 
and no mans friend to a Tyrant ; 
bur. rhat friendſhip is Tyranny 
where the love 1s. changed into 
fear , -; equality ; into empire , {0- 
clety- 1ntO obedience; for then 
he || all - kindneſs to, him. alſo. will 
id | be no bene then flattery. 


F _ 8, When 


thee : ; for: then the ſtate” of the *# 
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" 8. When you admoniſh your 
friend , let it be without bitter-£ 
nefſe z when you ct;4e him, let 
. 1t be withont 'reproach . ! when 
' you praiſe him, let it be with wg 
thy purpoſes and for juſt ca. 
ſes, and in friendly meaſures; roof. 
much of rhat 1s flattery , 'too lit-Nſ | 
tle is envy; it; you doe it juſtly | 
{you teach him true meaſures} ; 
| "but when others praiſe him, ref , 
"Joyce, though they praile not thee ſſ | 
and remember that 1t thou eſteem-ſſ | 
"eſt his praiſe to be thy diſparage- 
- ment, thou art envious, but neither}. 
juſt nor kind. 


9. When all things elſe arce- ( 
qual preferre an old friend be- 
"fore a'new, It thou meaneſt to 
 fpend thy friend, and make a gail 
of him till he be weary , thou 
wilt eſteem him as a beaſt 0 
burden; the worſe for his ys Y 


Ve 


di 
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But if thou eſteemeſt him by no- 


| ble meaſures, he will be better 


to thee by thy being uſed tor fiim, 
by tryall and expetience, by re- 
ciprocation of indearments , and 
an habirnal worthineſs, An old 
friend is like old wine, which 
when a man hath drunk, he doth. 
not-[gefire new , becauſe he faith 
the-old is better, -But every old 
friend was new once ;- and if : he be 
worthy keep the new one till he be-. 
come old,  - ans 

10, After all this, (treat thy 
friend nobly, love to be with 
him, do tohim all the worthinel\- 
ſes . of. love and. fair engear- 
ment, according to thy capaci- 
ty and his; Bear with his infir- 
mities till they approach to- 
wards being criminal ; but ne-. 


| ver difſemble with bim ,- never 


deſpiſe him, never leave, him. 
OLIV ITE F 2 .G1ve 
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* Give him gifts and uphbraid | 
him not, f and refuſe not his kind-' 
nefſes, and be ſure never to deſpile. 

| the ſmallneſs or the impropriety of. 
them. Confirmatur amor beneficto 
accepto: A gift ( ſaith Solomor ) 
faſtneth friendſhips ; for as an eye 
that dwells long upon a. ſtarre muſt; 
be refreſhed with -leſſer-beauties; 
and ſtrengthened with greens and: 
looking-glafſes, leſt the fight be- 
ome amazed with too great a 
lendor ;ſo muſt the love of friends 
ſometimes be refreſhed with ma- 
terial and. low 'Carefles; left by 


_ *- Fxtra fertunam eft quicquid donatur amicis 
- Nuas dederis ,ſolas ſemper habebis opes, 2 
ES I 0 . Marr.1.5. ep.43, 
Et tamen hoc vitium, ſtd non leve, fit licet unum, 
- Nuod colit ingratas pauper amicitias. ; 
Quas largitar opes veteri, fidoquie ſodeli.. ep. 19. 


+-Non bell# quedam faciunt duo : ſufficit unus 
Huic oper : fiwvis ut logaar ipſe trace, 
Crede mihi quamvis ingentia Poſthume. dongs + - 
*Authoris perenyt garrulitate ſul. Pp: 53s 


and meaſures of friendſhip. 101 
ſtriving to be t00 d;V:ne'it becomes. 
lefs bumane : It muſt be allowed - 
irs ſhare of both ; It is hamaze in © 
giving pardon and fair conſtructi- 
on, and openneſle and ingenuity , 
and keeping ſecrets; it hath ſome- _ 
thing that 1s Divine, becaule it is be- - 
neficent ; but much becauſe it is E- 
ternal, 


Si (> I Y S& © RTHTO 


Poſtſcript. 


 Mavpan, 


T- you ſhall think it fit 
that theſe papers paſs 
| further then your own eye 
| and Cloſet, 1 defire they 
F may be conſign'd into the 
t hands of my worthy friend 
| Dr.Wedderburne : For 
| | T do not only expoſe all my |, 
 feckneſs to buy cure, but | | 
Hm my weakneſſes to hu | 
cenſure, being as confident 
z0 


ons ho ——_— = — —_ 
ng rn ORs = nor a 
we - 5. 95s _ m— 


Poſtſcript. 203. 4 
to findeof him cbarity for -. 
what 1s pardonable, as re- 
medy for what 1 curable : 
but indeed Madam | look 
upon that worthy man as an 
Idea of Friendfhip, and if 
I had no other notices of _ 
Fricndſhip or converſation 
to inſtrutt me then hi, it 
were ſufficient : For what. 
foever | can [ay of Friend- 
| hip, I can jay of hu, and © 
as all that know him reckon, 
him- amongſs the beſt 
Phyſicians, ſo I knew | 
F 4 bim 


—_ 


: rok | 'Poliſeripr. 
bim” "worthy to be Yec- NN ' 


koned amongſt the Ts 
friends. 
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Two Letters to Perſons 
changed in their 


Religion. 


A Copy of the Firſt Let. 


ter written to a Gentle- | 
woman newly ſeduced to _ 


the Church of Rome. 
Fol | 


TID Was deſirous of an 1 0p- 


you concerning ſome-: 


cernment to: you, but the multi-: 
tude of my little affairs hindred, 


Ws and have beopgls upon you. 
F 5 this 


-portunit .1n- Londonto = 
have diſcourſed-with-, | 


thing of neareſt, con-. - ? 
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Two Letters: . 


this trouble to reade a. long Let- 
ter, which yet.L hope you will be. 
more willing 'to do, becauſe it | 


. comes from one who hath a.great 


reſpec& to your -perſon,.and a very 
great charity to your ſoul : I mult. 


. confeſſe I was on your behalt rrou- 
bled when I heard you were fallen 


from. the ' Communion -of the 
Church of Eag/avi, and entred'in- 


.toa.voluntary, ERAICON, 


and departure from the Laws of 
the King, and the Cotpmanion ot 
thoſe with whom: you have alwaies 


lived in charity, going againſt thole 


Laws in the defence and profeſh- 
oft of which your: Husband. died, 
going from: the Religion m which 
you" were baptized ,- in which for' 
{o thany yeers you' lived gioully. |. 
and hopet#for Heaven; and all this | 
without - any” ſufficient” rexfong! 
withour' neceffity or julf 'ſcandalff 
inififed'ts y615/ and' to dgpr# 
. [ Vvate.. 


be 


et ct 


S 0 | an 
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the "Heathen" Greeks, Seantiilbin 


to Perfons;&c, $67" © 


vate all this, you did it in a time 


when the Church of Ergland was 


. perſectited, when ſhe Was marked 


with the ' Charadterifmes- of ' her - 
Lord, the marks of the Croffte of 
Jeſus, that is, ' when ſhe. ſuffered 
tor a holy cauſe and @ holy con- 
{ctetce, when the Church ©f Eng: 
land was' mote glotions then -at 
any time before ; Even when ſhe 
could ſhew more Martyrs antfd 
Confeflors then any Church this 


_ day in Chriftendome , even-then 


when a King died tf. the-profeſfion 
of her Religion, and thouſads of _ 
Prieſts, learned and *pious [mER. - 

ſuffered the fpoiling of their goods . 
rather then they would forfake'dne _ 
Article-of fo extellenta Religion; 


"To that ſeriouſly*X is: bt cally toy ; 4 


| be imagined that any'rBing "ſhould: 
"| move you, unleſs: it bethatwhich' 


troubled the perverſe Jews, arid 


crucls, 
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_ Two Letters 
crucis, the ſcandall of the Crofle 


You ſtumbled at that Rock of of- 


fence, You left us becauſe we 


were affliged, leſſened in outward 


circumſtances and wrapped in a 
cloud ; bur give me leave only to 


reminde you of that ſad ſaying of 
the Scripture, that. you may. avoid 


the conſequent. of it 5 They that fall 


ox: this flone ſhall ke broken tn pieces, 
bat they,onwhom it ſhall fall ſhall te 


' Erinded to ponder, And if we ſheuld 


conſider, things but prudently,. it 


temporall 
w#, 4 # << * oft. S. %.- 


|| bopes of preferment are. gone, all |. 
[' fecular;regards,. only, we ftillhave;\; 


15.4; great argument. that the fons 
gf ous Church are very conſcienti- 
ons. and juſt jn their. perſwaſions, 


| - when it, is evident, that we have no. 


: 
| 
! 
1 
ko {erve,nothing bur | | 
the great end at our-fquls, all our, | 


”. 


reurh.on our ſides, and we. are not; F\ 
willing with.rhe Joſle.of truth to, Ff 


change . fom.. 8, perſecuted :to a, 


proſ-. 


4a 
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proſperous Church, from a Refor- 
med to a Churchthat will not be 
reformed ; leſt we give ſcandall to 
good people that ſuffer. for a. ho- 
ly' conſcience, and weaken the 
bands of the afflicted ;. of. which 
if you had been more carefu]l you 
would have remained much more 
innocent, ADA 54 

Bur I pray, give me leave to 
conſider for. you,. becauſe you in 
your change conſidered fo little for 
c || your ſelf, what fault, what falſe 
s | doctrine, what wicked or. dange- 
- | rous propoſition, . what _ defeQ , 
;, | what amiſs did you finde- in the 
o- | Dodrine and Liturgy and” Diſci- 
t [| pline of, the Church: of | Exg- | 
r. | lard NEE 


_— 
./ :- Y 


—* = oh MR and 


wo 


bw 


& profeſſes the belief of all that -is, 
{written in the Old and New. Te-. 


0, Ufament, all chat which is: in the 
a, three Creeds,. the Apoſtglical, the: 


_ For its doflrine,. It is certain it. - | 


- 
. 
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| Niche, and that of Athanaſins, and | 


whatſoever was decreed in the 
four "General Councels , or ing- 
ny. other coy :fach , and wharſo- 
ever.\as condemned in theſe, our 
Church hath legally declared ir to 
be Hereſfie. And upon theſe ac- 
counts above four whole ages of 
the Church went to Heaven ; they 
baptized all their Catechumens 
mto this faith, their hopes of hea- 
ven was upon this and a good life, 
their Saints and Martyrs lived and 
died in- this aloftte, they denied. 
Communion-to none that profeſſed 


this faith. This is the Catholick 


faith; / ſo faith the Creed of «A4- 


thanaſiis; and unleſs a company. 


of men have power to altet the 


— faicho6f God, whoſoever live and 


dic-in this faith; are intirely C4-. 
tholick 'and Chviftia), © $6 that the 
Churchef' Zngland' hath the fame" 


faith. withoar ' diſpure tfiat -the' 


Church, 


N OR... Ed LET TR. YT... 
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Church had for 405 or i550 years, 
and therefore-thexe - could Pþ fio- 


thing wanting here to faving faith; 


if we. live according” to Gur. be- 


z, For the Liturg of che Church ; 
of England, 1] ſhall not neet to-. 
lay much, becauſe the caſe. will be 
very evident; ' Firſt, . Beekufſe the. 
diſpurers of- the Church of” Rome 
have hot 'betn- very forward to. 


6bje any thing. againſt it, rhey. 


cannot charge it with any evil : 2, 
Becauſe for all the tifrie of K: Ep, 
6, and till-the x xth year of Q; Zi7- 


zaberþ,' your people exme to' dur, 


Churches and prayed' with tis tf 
the Bull of Pius Qutrtus came tout” 
up0n ectiiporal-regards,: ahd made” 
8ebift by fotbiddig the Queens 


| 9bjes to pray @ by Law was: 


here appointed; though the (vets a I 
them=: 


;] ceirs were good and dots y, as 
| ſelves Gig belegie;i - That Bulf 'enz. 


Joyned 
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joyned recuſancy, and made that 

which was as-an a& of rebellion 
and diſobedience; and-ſchiſme, to : 
be the ,Characer of your. Roman | 
Catholikes, And after this, what 


can be_ ſuppoſed wanting in' order 
to ſalvation 2. Ve have the Word 
of God.. the faith of the Apoſtles, 
the Creeds of the Primitive 
Church, the Articles of che four 
firſt geagrall Councels, a holy Li- 
turgy , excellent prayers , perfec. 
Sacraments, Faith.and Repentance, 


WW - theten Commandements,. and the 


Sermons of Chriſt, and all the pre- 
cepts and counſels-of the Goſpel ;, 
We teach the neceflity of good 
works,. and require and ſtrialy, ex-: 
_ aRthe leverity of a-holy life z Ve 
live in-obedience to God,! and are; 


ready to die for him, and do fo: 


when he requires us ſo to do 5. VVe- 
ſpeak honour of his moſt, holy: 


Name ,,. we worſhip him at the.) 
CENT x men-- 


my 09 My - 4 ja, end gi. ay wy 


I” by ay ev» ee» 
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mention of his Name, we confeſs 


n” 
his Attributes, we love his Servants, 


vf we pray for all men, we love all 
it | Chriſtians, even our moſterring 
r © Brethren, we'confeſs our finnes to | 
4 | God and' to' our Brethren whom | 
; | ve have offended, and to Gods Mi- 
e  niſters in caſes of ſcandall, or of 
r | a troubled Conſcience, We com- 


| municate often, We are enjoyned 
+ | to receive the holy Sacrament 
, | thrice every year at leaſt; Our 
Prieſts abſolve the penitent, our 
Biſhops ordain Prieſts and confirm 
. | baptized perſons, and blefle their 
|. | people and intercede for them ; 
| and whar' could here be wanting to 
Salvation > what neceffity forced 
you from us > I dare not ſuſpe& ir 
was a temporal regard that drew _ 
ou away, but F am ſure it could 
e no ſpirituall. $36 
_ . But now that I have told you, 
and. made you to conſider* from 
E iS | whence 


EY 
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whence you went, give. me leave. 
co repreſent to you, and tell you 


whither you are gone, that you 
may underſtand the nature and 
-conditions of your change : For do 
not think your felf fate , becauk 
they tell you that: you are come to 
the Church ; You are indeed gone 
irom one Church to another, trom 
a better to a worſe, as will appcat 
in the induction, the particular of 
which. before. I reckon, | 2h me 
leave to. give you. this' advice ; þ 

you mean, in this affair to under- 
Rand what you dog,.it. were: bet 
tex. you-enquired what your Relt 
710n i, then what your Church is; 

| NC dh isa true Religion to 
day, Will be ſo to morrow and 
for ever ; bur that which is a holy 
Church to day, may be.herctica 
at the next change, or may betray 
her iruſt, or obtrude new Articles 
1n contradiction to the old, or by 
x new 


* 
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new interpretations may. elude-an- 
cient truths, or may change your 
Creed, or may pretend to be the 
Spouſe of Chriſt when ſhe is ido- 
latrous, thar is, adulterous ro God : 
Your Religion 1s thar which you 
muſt, and therefore may compe- 
tently underſtand ; You muſt live 
init, and grow in it, and govern 
all che aGons of your life by it ; 
and-in all queſtions concerning the 
Church you are to chooſe your 
Church by the Religion, and there 
fore this ought firſt and laſt tobe 
enquired after,” VVhether the Ro- 
mane!.Churth -be- the" 'Cartholique 
Chorch, muſt depen& upoti-fo ma- 
ny uncertain enquiries;is offered to 
be proved by fo long, ſo tedious a 
method, hath in- it ſo many. 1n- 
trigues and Labyrinths of Que- 
Rion,. and is (like along line) ſo 
impoflible to+ be perfectly ſtrait, 
and- ro have- no declination in 't 
S181}:119* <= when 
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when it is held by ſuch a bavd a 
yours, that unlels it be by material 
_ enquiries into the Articles of the be 
Religion, you can- never hope -t0 
; have juſt grounds of confidence. li 
the mean -time you can confide 
this ; if the Romane Church were 
the Catholike, that is, ſo as to ev 
clude all that are not of her com- 
mugnzon, then the Greek Churches 
hadas good. turn Turks as remai 
damned Chriſtians, and all that 
are in the communion of all the oF" 
cher Patriarchal Churches in Chri-F 
_  Kendome , muſt alſo. periſh like 
Heathens, :which thing before any 
man can beleeve, he muſt have pu 
off all reaſon, and all modeſty, and 
all-charityz And who can withs 
ny probability. think that the (om 
munzon. of Saints in, the Creed i 
nothing but the Communic of Romas 
Subjefs, and. the Article of the 
Carman: Church was made to 
ET diſparkF M 
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Feiſpark the incloſures of Jeruſalem, 
heflbut ro turn them into the pale of 
tof[fome, andthe Churchis/as limited 
las ever ic was, -lave only that. the" 
er (Pynagogue is' tranſlated to Rome, 
ro (rhich I think you will cafily be- 
x ſpceve was a Propolition the Apo- 
m- {tes underſtood nor. But though 
ttc bard to truſt to it, it 15 allo 
\in$0 hard co prove it, that you ſhall 
iar(ever be able to-underſtand: the 
offncaſures of that - queſtion, "and 
ri-herefore your falvariort can never 
;keffdepend upon it; ''For no good or 
ny{viſe perſon''can beleeve that' God 
ath tied our Salvation to impoſh- 
nd Ta meaſures,” or bound us to an 
article that- is not by us cognoſci-. 
wy w or intends't6 havens condua- 
isfd by hat which we catnor -un- 
axerſtand, and when you ſhall know 
" at Leatned men,” evetrof the Ro-' 
nane party are not agreed concer- | 
ik y _ Catholike Otinech thar'is 


infal- 
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infallibly tO guide You, fome ſay: tle 
ing char it is the virtual ChurchP< 
that 1s, the Pope ; ſome, that ic x” 
the repreſentative Church, that ig” 
a. Councel Some, that. it is ahy® 
Pope aud the Councel, the virtug] oh 
Church and the repreſentative : 
Church together 4 Some, that nejſ®: 
ther of thete, por both zogether arſ* 
infallible ; .but only, [che cflendd a 
Church, or the diffugug, Churchi y 
the. Catbolique, from"Whom weſ:® 
mp. FE no hand diflent ; you will i 
quick \. finde ryour , ſelf uin af} 
YY,999, and uncertain whetHr yiuſr 
have.morechen a word in exchangelſ 
for yourſoul,.. whey you 'are toll rb 
Yon axe 4g ahe Catholike- Church h 
But 1. will zell you whar, you. maj C 
ungderfiand, And! {66x and Fed, " 
ſomemmg: that your felf can tell - 
whether Liaygrue @ra0.concerming]... 
It; You, are,pow ag $08: Chuach th 
ont Prep cd i yiact af-foby 
of gi tlety | 
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-jticty and arms, by violence and 
#0 perſecuring all that are not of their , 


- Fmindes, IO a Church in which you 
ig fO be a Subject of the King ſo 
90g 45 it pleaſes the Pope: In 
a{vbich you may be abſolved from 
hour Vows made to God, your 
e{Oarhs to the King, your. promiſes: 
[0 Men, -your duty. to. your Pa- 
jaJfents in fone caſes: a Churchin 
which men pray to God and to 
a Saints inthe fame Form of 'words 
11 which . they pray. to God, as 
[you may {ce .m-'the Offices of 
. foaints, and particularly of our 
Lady : a Church in which men are 
taught by moſt..of the - principal 
3 Leaders to worſhip [mages wah 
wy the fame worſhip with. which they 
{[votſhip God and- Chrift, 'orhim 
140r her, whoſe Image it is,” and: un 
i which they uſually picture God the 
z_ father, and the holy Trinity, to 
| the great 'diſhonourok that (acred 


| my- 


4 
, 


Y | 


x 


I'20 01 wo Perſons | 
myſtery, againſt the: doArine and 
, practule of: rhe Primitive Chutch 
againſt . the* expreſs :doctrine- 0 
Scripture, .againſt the honour ot-af 
_ divine attribute z--I mean, the 1m: 
menſity.and ſpirituality :of the: diff 2 
vine Nature 3: You-are. goye-toaff {i 
Church that pretends.to be 1nfal. tc 
hble;:and: yer 45>infinueely- decei. C( 
ved. in many :particulars, and: yell C 
endures no: contradi&1on,: and uf t} 
impaticnt her children ſhould en-ſ| ({ 
quireanto any thing her Prieſts ob-ſſ of 
trude. You are gone. from: recetfſ g: 
ving the» whole Sacrament to re} ni 
ceive:it bur half; from Chrifts Ir-Þz; 
ſtitution' to...a humane invention, C 
from Scripture to, uncertain Tradiſſto 
tions, | and: from ancient-Traditionfilc 
to: new . pretences; from: prayer ſto 
which: ye. underſtabd . to- prayersſfo 
which :ye underſtand : not, from 
_ confidence in God to rely- upotju 
creatures, :; from intixe. dependanafpr 
"00 | upol | 


bl rempration of reſting too much in 
outward miniſteries, in the exter- 
af nal work. of Sacraments and of 
| Sacramentals : You are gone from 
| 2 Church whoſe worſhipping is 
af ſimple, Chriſtian ard Apoſtolical, 
all to a Church where mens conſcien- 
eff ces are loaden with a burthen of 
ja} Ceremonies greater then that in 
bf the dayes- of the Jewiſh Religion 
nfl (for the Ceremonial of the Church 
b-N of Rome is a great Book in Folio) 
eff greater I ſay then all the Ceremo- 
rc nies of the Jews contained uy Les 
In-N uticus, &c, Youare gone from a 
nf Church where you were exhorted 
a-flto reade the Word of God, the 
holy Scriptures from whence you- 
tound-inſtruction, inſtitution, com- 
fort, reproof ,- a treaſure of all 
excellencies, to a Church that ſeals 
odffup that fountain from you , ahd 
«Fprves you drink by drops out of 
ol G ſuch 
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ſuch Ciſterns as they firſt make, 
and then ſtain, and then reach out: 


and.if it be told youthat ſome men 


- abuſe Scripture, ir is.true, for if 
your Prieſts had not abuſed Scri- | 
pture, they could not thus have a- 
buſed you, but there is no neceſlity- 
they ſhould, and you need not, un- 


lets you liſt ; any more then you 
need to abuſe the Sacraments or 
decrees of the Church , or the 


meſlages of your friend, or the | 


Letters you receive, or the Laws 
of the Land, all which are liable 
to be abuſed by evil perſons, bur 
not by good people and modeſt 
underſtandings. Itis now become 
a part of your Religion to be igno- 


-rant,. to walk in blindeneſs, to be- 


leeve the man that hears your Con- 
feſfions, to hear none bur him, not 
to hear God ſpeaking but by him, 


and fo you are liable to be abuſed 
by him, as he pleaſe, without re- 


medy, 
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medy. | You are gone from us, 


where you were only taught to 
worſhip God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and now you are taught to wor- 


ſhip Saints and Angels with a wor- 
| ſhip, ar leaſt dangerous, and in 
ſome things proper to God ; for 


ORC 


your C burch worſhips the Virgin 


Mary with burning incenſe and 
candles to her, and you give her 
preſents, which by the conſent of 


| all Nations uſed to be eſteemed a 
worſhip peculiar to God, anditis 


the ſame thing which was con- 
demned for Herefie in the Collyrz- 
dias, who offcred a Cake to the 
Virgin Mary: A Candle and a 
Cake make no difference in the 
worſhip 3 and your joyning God 
and the Saints in your worſhip and 
devotions, 1s like. the device of 


{them thar fought for King and Par- 


liament, the latter deſtroys the for- 
mer; I will trouble you with no 
G 2 mor «& 
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more patticulars, becauſe-if theſe 


move you not to” conſider better, 
nothing cah, 
But yetT have two things more 
to adde of another nature, one 
of which atleaſt may prevail up- 
on you, whom Ifſuppoſe to haye a 
tender and a religious Conlci- 
NCC. . | 
The firft is, That all the points 


of difference between us and your 


Church are ſuch as do evidently | 


ſerve the ends of covetouſneſs and 
ambition, of power and riches , 
and ſo ſtand vehemently ſuſpe&ed 
of deſign, and art, rather then 


truth of the Article and deſigns up- 


on Heaven, I inſtance in the Popes 
power over Princes and all the 
world ; his power of diſpenſation, 
The exemption of the Clergy from 
juriididtion of Princes, The do- 
crine of Purgatory and Indulgen- 
ces which was once made means 
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_ toraiſe a portion for a Lady, the 


Neece of Pope Leothe tenth ; The 
Prieſts power advanced beyond + 


authority of any warrant from | 


Scripture, a doctrine apt to bring 
abſolute obedience to the Papacy 3 
but becaule this is poſſibly roo nice 
tor you to {uſpe& or conſider, that 
which I am ſure ought to move 
you 1s this, -— 
Thar you are gone to a Religion 
in which though through Gods 


| grace prevailing over the follies of 


men, there are I hope, and: cha- 
ritably ſuppole many pions men 
that love God, and live good lives, 
yet there are very many dodtrines 
taught by your men, which are 


very 11] Friends to a good life, I 


inſtance in your Indulgences and 


pardons, In which vitious men pur 


a great confidence, and rely Ereat- -* | 
ly upon them, The doGrine of 
Purgatory which gives. counte- 

G 3 nance 
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nance to aſort of Chriſtians who 
live balt to God and halt to the 
world, and for them this dottrine 


hath found out a way that they 
may go to Hell and to Heaven 
to00, 'The Dodrine that the Prieſts 


abſolution can turn a trifling re- 


entance 1ato a perfe& and a good, 
and that ſuddenly too, and ar a- 


ny time, even on our death-bed, 


or the minute betore your death, is 
a dangerous heap of talſhoods,and 
gives licence to wicked peoplc,and 
teaches men to reconcile a wicked 


debauched lite, with the hopes of 


Heaven, And then for penances 


and temporal fatisfaCtion , which 
might ſeem to be as a plank afterſ 
-the ſhipwrack of the duty of Re- 


pentance, to keep men in awe, 


. and to preſerve them from {inking 


in an Ocean of Impiety, it comes 
to juſt vogung by your doctrine; 
for there are fo many cafic waies 

py” of 
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of Indulzences and getting par- 
dons, fo many con-fraternities., 
ſtations, priviledg'd Altars, little 
Othices, Agr Der's, amulets, hal- 
lowed devices, {words, roſes, hats, 
Churchyards, and the fountain of 
thele annexed indulgences the 
Pope himſelf, and his power of 
granting what, and when, and to 
whom he liſt, that he 1s a very un- 


fortunate man that needs to {ſmart 


with penances; and after all, he 
may chooſe to ſuffer any art all, 
tor he may pay them. in Purgato- 


Ty 1f he pleaſe, and he may come 


out of Purgatory upon reaſonable 


| terms, in caſe he ſhould think it 
fit to go thither ; $So that all the: 


whole duty of Repertance ſeems to 
be-deſtroyed with devices of men. 
that ſeck power and gain, and 
hnde errour and folly ; infomuch 
that if I had a mindeto live an evil - 
Life, and yet hope for Heaven at' © 
G 4 laſt, 4 
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laſt, I would be of your religion 
aboveany in the world. | 
— Burl forget] am writing a Lets. 
ter : I ſhall theretore deſire you to 
conſider upon the premiles, which 
15 the fater way. For ſurely it is 
lawful for a man to ſerve God 
without Images 3; but that to wor- 
ſhip Images 15lawtul is not ſo ſure, 
It is Lawtul to pray to God alone, 
to confeſs him to be true and every 
mana Liar, to call no man Maſter 
upon Earth, but to rely upon God 
teaching us ; But it is at leaſt huge- 
ly diſpmable and not ar all certain 
that any man, or ſociety of men 
. can be infallible, that we may put 
Our truſt in Saints, in certain extra- 
_ erdinary Images, or burne incenſe 
and offer nes" ptive oblations to 
the Virgin ary, or make vows to 
perſons of whoſe ſtate or place or 
Capacities, or Condition we have 
no certain revelation : we are {ure 
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we do well when in the holy Com- 
munion we worſhipGod and Jeſus 


. Chriſt our Saviour, but they who 


alſo worſhip what ſeems to be 
bread, are put to ſtrange ſhikes to 
make themſelves believe tr to be 


| Lawful, It is certainly Lawiul to 


believe what we ſee and feel ; but 
ic isan unnatural thing upon pre- 
tence of faith to disbelieve our 
eyes, when our lenſe and our fatth 
can better be reconciled, as 1t 15 83 
the queſtion of the real preſence, 
as it is taught by the Church of 
England, : 
So chat unleſs you mean to pre- 


| fera danger before ſafety, tem 
tation to unholineſs betoxe a fe- 


vere and a holy religion, unleſs 
you mean to loſe the Benefit of 


| your prayers by praying what you: 
| percelve not, and the Benefit of 


the ſacrament in great degrees by 
falling from Chrefts cofeution, 
. G5 r 0d 
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lefs you deſire to provoke God to 


jealouſte by Images and Man to 


Jealoulie in profetling a religion in 
which you may in many cales have 
leave to forfeit your faith and law- 


_ ful rruſ,, unleſs you will kill con- 


tinue ta give ſcandal to thoſe good 
people with whom you havelived 
1na common religion and weaken 
the hearts of Gods afflifted ones, 
unleſs you will chooſe a Catechitm 
without. the. ſecond Command- 
ment and a-faith that grows big- 
ger or leſs as men pleaſe, and a 
bope that in many degrees relyes 
on men and vain confidences, and 


_ @Charity.that damns all the world 
- þutyourſelves, . unleſs you will do 


all this, that is, ſuffer-an abuſe in 


your prayers, in. the Sacrament, 


in the Commandments, in faith, | 


in hope. in Charity, in the Com- 


munionof ſaints, .and your duty.to. 
ti8 - * 3; your. 
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your ſupreme, you muſt return to 
the bolome of your Mother the 
Church of Erglazd from whence 
ou have fallen, rather weakly 
then maliciouſly, and I doubt nor 


- but you will find the Comfort of 


itall your Lite, and in the Day of - 
your Death, and in the day of 
Judgment. If you will not, yet L 
have freed mine own ſoul;and done 
an act of duty and Charity, which 
at leaſt you are bound to take 
kindely it you will not entertain it 
obediently, fe 

Now ler me adde this, that al- 


though moſt of theſe obje&ions - 


are ſuch things which are the open 


. and avowed dodtrines or practiſes 


of your Church, and need not to 


be provedas being either notorious 


or confeſſed ; yet it any of your 
Guides fhall ſeem to queſtion- any 
thing of it, I will bind my ſelfe to 
Verify it, to- a tittle and 1n- that 
Ee "_ _ jenſa- 


| ſenſe too which I intend them, that 
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15, ſo as to be an objeftion obli. 
ging you to return, under the pain 


_ Oftolly or hereſy, or diſobedience 


according to the fabject matter, 
And though I bave propounded 


_ theſe things now to your conſide- 


ration, yet if it be defired I ſhall 
Tepreſent them to your eye, 10 that 
even your {elf ſhall be able to give 
ſentence in the bebalfe of truth, 
In the mean time give me leave to 
tell you of how much folly you 
are guilty in being moved by ſuch 


mock-arguments as your men uſe . 


when they meet with women and 
tender conſciences.and weaker un- 
derftandings. - 
_  Thefirſt is 3 where was your 
Church before Luther 2 Now if 


[| -you had called upon them toſpeak 


lomething againſt your religion 


| from: Scripture, or right reaſon or 
| Ulaiverlal Tradition, you had been 


ſecure 


Ia 
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to Perſons,&e, - 13 ; 


ſecure as a Tortoiſe in her ſhell ; 


'a cart prefled with ſheavs could 
not have oppreſſed your cauſe or 
perſon ; though you had confefſed 
you underſtood nothing of the my- 
ſteries of ſucceſſion dofrinal or 
perional. For it we cat make it 
pear that our religion was that 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
taught, ler the truth ſuffer what e- - 
clipſes or prejudices can be {uppo- 
ſed, let ir be hid like the holy fire 
in the captivity, yet what Chriſt. 
and his Apoſtles taught us is eter- 
nally true,and ſhall by ſome means 
or other be conveyed to us 3 even 
the enemies of truth have been con- 
| {ervators of that truth by which we 
can confſute their errors, Bur #f yon 
ſtill aske where it was before Du- 
ther > I anſwer it was there where it 
was after ; even in the Scriptures 
of the 1d & New Teſtament; and 
Lknow no. warrant for any m_ 
KELM-= 
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- religion ; and it you will expect ] 
ſhould ſhew. any fociety of men _ 
who profeſſed all rhe doEtrines 

which-are now expreſled in the 
confeſſion of the Church of Ezg- | 
land; I ſhall tell you itis unrea- 
{onable ; becauſe ſome of our truths 
are now brought into our publick 
confeſſions that they might be op- 
pos'd againſt your errors; before ſ. 
the occaſion of which there was no 
need of any ſuch confeſſions, till 
you made many things neceſſary to 7 
be profeſſed, which are not lawtul  t 
to be believed. Forif we believe b1 
your ſuperinduc'd follies we ſhall i 
do unreaſonably ; unconſ{cionably, | ot 
and wickedly ; but the queſtions 1. 
themſelves are ſo uſeleſs abſtra-| to 
ing from the accidental neceſſity dy 
which your follies have brought ce 
upon us, that it had been happy ifſ/ai 
we had never heard of them more{tu 
then the Saints and Martyrs didin% 
theſ *.- 
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the firſt ages of the Church z- but 
becauſe your Clergy have invaded 
the liberty of the Church,and mul- 
tiplycd the dangers of damnation, 
and pretend; new neceſſities, and 
have introduc'd new: articles, and 
. | affright the {imple upon new pre- 
- | tenſions, and ſlight the very infti- 
- | rution and theCommands of Chriſt 
e | andof the Apoſtles,and invent new 
o | {acramentals conſtituting ceremo- 
11] nies of their. own head,. and pro- 
| miſe grace along with the -.; of 
al | them, as if they were not Miniſters 
ve | bur Lords of the Spirit, and teach 
111 | for doctrines the Commandments 
1y,| of men, and make void the Com- 
,ns| Mandment of God by their tradi- 
&-| ton,. and have made a ſtrange bo- 
rity] dy -of Divinity, theretore it is ne- 
oh] ceſſary that we ſhould immureour 
v iff faith by the refuſal of ſuch vainand 
ore ſuperſtitious dreams: but our faith 
digwas compleated at firſt, it is-no 0- 
hel +-- | ther. 
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ther then that which was deliver- 


ed to the ſaints,and can be no more 
for ever. 


So that it is a fooliſh demand to 
requirethat we ſhould ſhew bc- | 


fore Luther a {y{teme of Articles 
declaring our {ene in theſe queſti- 
ons; It was long before they were 
queſtions at all; and when they 
. were made queſtions;they remain- 
ed fo, a long time, and when by 
their ſeveral pieces they were de- 
termined, this part of the Church 
was opprefied with a violent pow- 
cr 5 and when God gave opportu- 
pity thenthe yoke was broken; and 
this is the whole progreſs of this 
affair, But if you will fill infift 
upon.it ; then let the matter be put 
Into equal :ballances, and Jet them 
 ſhewany Church whoſe confeſht- 
on of faith was ſuch as was .obtru- 
» dedupon you at Treat : andit your 
religion be Prus. quarts this Creed 
at. 


£ 
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at Trent, then we alſo have a que- 
tion to aske, and that 1s, where was 
your religion before Trent ? 

The Councel of Treat determi- 


| ned that the ſouls departed before 


the day of judgement enjoy the be- 


ET atifical viſion, Ir 1s certain this Ar- 


ticle could not be ſhown m the 
confeſſion of any of the antient 
Churches ; for moſt of the Fathers 
were of another opinion. But that 
which is the greateſt offence of 
Chriſtendom 15 not only that theſe 
dotrines which we fay. are falſe 
were yet affirmed, but that thoſe 
things which the Church of God 
aid alwayes reje&, or held as Un- 
certain ſhould be made Articles of 
faith ; and ſo become parts of your 
religion ; and of theſe it is thatT a- 
gain aske the queſtion which none 
of your ſide ſhall ever be able to 
anſwer for you, where was your 
religion before Trent 2 I could in- 
- ſtance 
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"ſtance in many particulars ; but 
I ſhall name one to you which be 
cauſe the thing ot it ſclte -is of no 
great conſequence, it will appear 
the more unrea{onable and intole- 
rable that your Church ſhould a. 
dopt it into the things of neceflary 
belict, eſpecially fince it was only 
a matter of fact, and they took the 
falſe part too. For inthe 21. Sefli 
on, the tourth Chapter it is affirm 
cd, that although the holy Fathers du 
grve the Sacrament of the Euchariſt to 
Infants, yet they aid it without any 
' eceſſity of ſalvation ; that 1s, they 
did not believe it neceſſary to their 
ſalvation, which is notoriouſly 
falſe, and the contrary is marked 
ont with the black-lead of every 
man almoſt that reads their works; 
and yet your Councel ſayes this 1s 
ſine controverſia credendum ;, to be 
believed without all controverſie.: 


andall Chriſtians forbidden to be: 
” leeve 


to Perſons, &Cc, 139 
lieve or reach otherwiſe, So that 
here it ismade an Article of faith 
amongſt you that a man ſhall net- 
ther believe his reaſon nor his eyes: 
and who can ſhew any confeſſion 
of faith in which all the Treat do- 
&rine was profeſſed and enjoyn- 
deporeſt. ed Under pain of damnatt- 
nl. 12, ON > and before the Coun- 
cel of Conſtaxce, the doctrine touch- 
ing the Popes power was ſo new, 10 
decried,that asGerſor lays he hardly 
ſhould have eſcaped the note of 
herely that would have ſaid fo 


-muchras was there defined : fo thar 


in that Article which now makes a 
great part of your belief, where 
was your religion before the 
Councel of Coxſtarce > and it is no- 
torious that your Councel of Cor- 


ſtance derermined- the doEtrine of 


the halfe communion with a New 
obſtante to Chriſts inſticution, that 
t,with a.defiance to it, or a noted, 
; 'Ob- 
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obſerved neglect of it, and withaſ 
profeſſion it was otherwiſe in the” 
primitive Church, Where thenſ 
was your religion before Johiz Hus 
and Hierom of Pragues time ; as 
gainſt whom that Councel 'was 
convened 2 Bur by this inſtance it 
appears moſt certainly that your 
Church cannot ſhew her conicſſi- 
ons immediately after Chriſt, and 
therefore if we could not ſhew| 
ours immedaately before Luther, it 
were not halfeſomuch ; for ſince 
you receded from Chriſts Do- 
Etrine,we might well recede fromP" 
yours; and it matters not who or 
how many or how long they pro- 
tefled your dofrine, if neither 
Chriſt nor his Apoſtles did teachÞ1 
it: fo that if theſc Articles con-PJ"1c 
Rtitute your Chureb, your Church! 
was inviſible at the firſt, and it 
ours was inviſible afterwards 1tÞX 
matters not ; For yours was 17viible th 

72% 
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e$:# the dayes of light, and ours was 11- 
n [viſible i the dayes of darkneſs, For 
«Jour Church was alwayes viſible in 
. the refletions of Scripture, and 
«fic that had his eyes of faith & rea- 
i $ſon might eaſily have ſeen theſe 
r f{ruths all the way which conſtitute 
;. Jour Church, But I adde yet fur- 
d{ther,that our Church before Luther 
wiwas there where your Church was, 
ir9n the ſame place and inthe fame 
eflperſons 3 for divers of the errors 
3. Iwhich have been amongſt us refor- 
n{med, were not the conftituent Ar- 
xfſicles of your Church before Zu- 
9. [ers time 3 for before the laſt 
x [Councels of your Church a'man 
h{night have been of your Commu- 
n-J010n upon eaſter terms ;, & indul- 
+ gences were indeed a pradtiſe but 
ifÞÞo Article of faith before your 
ir net made it ſo, and that very late- 
Jy, and fo were many other things 
iz|vefides, So that although your 
INCH 
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men coſen the credulous and the 
ſimple by calling yours the old re+ 
ligion, yet the difference 1s vaſt be- 
tween truth and: their affirmative *? 
even as much ag between old er- 
rors and new Articles, For al- 1 
rhough ignorance and ſuperſtirion 
had prepared the oare, yet the; 
Councels of Conſtance and Baſil, and fey 
Trent eſpecially, were the forges 
and the mint. 

Laſtly, it your men had not by 
all the vile and violent arts of the 
world ſtopped the mouths of dil-F;- 
ſenters, the queſtion would quickly 
have been aniwered, or our Arti- | 
cles would have been fo confeſſed, 
fo owned and ſo publick, that the 
queſtion could never have been as- 
ked z butin deſpite of all oppoſiti-J,.. 
on, there were great numbers of, .. 
confeſlors who did proteſt and : 
profeſs and practiſe our doctrines 70 
contrary to your Articles s as pa | 

| Os 
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demonſtrated by the Divines of 
Germany in 1lhricus his Catalogus 
teftium eritatts, and in By, 2ortous 
appeal. 

Burt with your next- objection 
you are better pleaſed and your 


Slmen make moſt noiſe with it, For 


you pretend that by our confeſſion 
falvation .may be had in your 
Church;but your men deny it to us; 
and therefore by the confeſſion of 


both ſides you may be fate, and 


there 15 no queſtion concerning 
you ; bur of us there 1s great que- * 
tion, for none but our ſelves ſay 
that we can be ſaved. 

I anſwer; 1, That ſalvation 
may be had in your Church, 1s it 
ever the truer becauſe we fay it > 
[t it be not, 1t can adde no confi- 
dence to you, for the propoſition 
gets no ſtrength by our affirmative. 
But if it be, then our authority is 
good or- elſe our reaſon; and if 

— | cither 
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Either be, then we have more rea. {| | 
fon to be believed ſpeaking of our] | 
ſelves ; becauſe we are concerned || | 
to ſee that our ſelves may be in af 1 
ſtate of hope ; and therefore wefſ 1 
would not venture on this fide iff ! 
we had not greater reaſon to be. ſj a 
lieve well of our ſelves then of 
you. And therefore - believe us| fl 
when it is more likely that weff h 
have greater reaſon, becauſe wefſ 0 
have greater concernments, and c| 
therefore greater confideration, | h: 
2, As much charity as your men || a 
pretend usto ſpeak of you, yet itÞ of 
15 a clear caſe our hopes of your || fe 
ſalvation is fo little that we dare|In 
not venture our ſelves on your fide, [to 
The Burger of Oladwater being to de 
' paſs ariver in his journey to Daver-Jtrt 
try, bad his man try the ford ; tel-Jad 
ling him he hoped he ſhould not er 
be drowned for though he was a- bu: 
EO EI Wo" deep yu iu 
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he thought his horſe wonld carry 
him out, or at leaſt, the boats 
would fetch him off, Such a con- 
fidence we may have of you, but 
you will find that bur little war- 
ranty, if you remember how great 
an inrerelt it is that you venture, 
'3. It would be remembred that 
though the beſt ground of your 
hope is' not the goodnefs of your 
own faith, but the greatneſs of our 
charity ; yert'we that charitably 
hope well of you, have a fulnefs of 
aflurance of the truth and certainty 
of our own wayz and howevet 
you can pleaſe your elves with 
Images of things as having no firm 
tooting for your trifling confi- 
dence, yet you can never with your 
tricks outface us of juſt and firme 
adherencies ; and if you were not 


empty of ſupports, and greedy of 


bulruſhes ſnarching at any thing to 
ſupport your finking canſe, you 
aeety; | would 
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would with fear and trembling 
conſider the dire& dangers which 
we demonſtrate to: you to be in 
your. religion rather ' then flatter 
your ſelves -with collateral” weak, 
and deceittul hopes of accidental 
poſſibilities, that ſome of you may 
elcape. ER 

... 4, It webe more charitable to 
you then you are to us, acknow- 
ledge in us the beauty and effenrial 
form of Chriſtian Religion ; be 
ſure you love as well : as make-ule 
of our charity ;. but if you make 
our charity an argument againſt us, 
remember that you render us evi 
in exchange for good; and let it be 
no brag to you that you have not 


the Donatiſts were condemned for 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks becauſe 
they damn'd all theworld, and 
afforded no charity toany that was 
nor of heir, Comnmunign, .. ...u 


* that charity to us; for therefore 
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5. But that our charity may be 
ſuch indeed, that 1s, that 1t may 
do you a real benefit, and not turn 
into Wormwood and Colliquin- 
tida, I pray- take notice 11 what 
ſenſe it is that we allow ſalvation 
may poſhbly 'be had in your 
Church, We warrant 1t not to any, 
we only hope it for ſome, we 
allow ir tothem as to the Sadduces. 
in the Law, and to the Corinthi- 
ans in the Goſpel who denied the 
reſurrection; that 1s, till they . 
were. {ufticiently inſtructed, and 
competently convinced , and had 
time and powers to out-wear their 
prejudices and the impreſſes of 
their education and long periwa- 


fon. Bur to them amongſt you 
who can and do conſider and yet 
determine for error: and intereſt, 
we'have a greater charity, even io 
-much as to labour and pray for 
their converſion, but not fo much 
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fondneſs as to flatter them into 
boldneſs and pertinacious adheren- 
cies tO matters of fo great danger. 


6. Butin all this affair though 


your men are very bold with God 
and leap into his judgment-ſeat be- 
fore him, and give wild ſentences 
concerning the ſalvation of your 
own party and the damnation of 
all that diſagree, yet that which is 
.our charity to you, is indeed the 
fear of God, and the reverence of 
his judgments ; we do not ſay that 
all Papiſts are certainly damn'd ; 
we with and defire vehemently 
that none of you may periſh ; bur 
then this charity of judgment re- 
lates not to you, or 1s derived 
from any probability which we 
ſee in your dodrines that differ 
from ours ; but becauſe we know 
not what rate and value God puts 
upon the article ; It concerus net 
ther you nor vs to fay, _ OC 

| | that 
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that man ſhall be damn'd for his 
opinion ; for beſides that this is a 
bold intrufion: into that ſecret of 
God which ſhall not. be. opened 
till che day of judgement; and be- 
ſides that we know not what al- 
layes and. abatements are to be 
made by the good meaning and 
the igfiorance of the man ; all 
that can concern us is to tell. yon 
that you are .1n error, that you: 
depart from Scripture, that you 
exerciſe tyranny over ſouls, that. 
you: leave the Divine inſticntion; 
and prevaricate Gods Commande- 
ment, that you divide the Church 
without truth and without neceſſt- 
ty, that you tie men to believe. 
things under pain of damnation 
which cannot be made very pro- 
bable much leſs certain; and there- 
fore that you ſin againſt God and 
are in danger of his cternal difplca- 
ſure z bur in giving the final fen- 
| H 3 tence 


I50 Two Letters 


tence as we have no more to do 
then your men have, yet ſo we re- 
fuſe ro followyour evil example ; 
and we follow the glorious prece- 
dent of our Bleſſed Lord ; who 
decreed and declared againſt the 
crime, but not againſt the Crimti- 
nal before the day, He that does 
this, or that, is in danger of the 
Counce],or in danger of judgment, 
or liable and obnoxious to the 
danger of hell fire; ſo we ſay of 
your greateſt errors; they put you 
in the danger of p.riſhing; bur 
that you ſhall or jhall not periſh, 
we leaveitto your Judge, andif 
you call this charity, it is well, I 
am ſurc it is piety and the fear of 
God. 

7, Whether you may be ſaved, 
or whether you ſhall be damned 
for your errors, does neither de- 
'pend upon our affirmative nor 
your negative,but according to the 

| rate 
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rate and value which God ſets up-. 
on things. Whatever we talke, 
things are as they are, not as we 
diſpute, or grant, or hope; and 
therefore 1t were well 11 your men 
would leave abuſing you & them- 
elves. with thele litle arts of ind1- 
re&t inupport, For mapy men that 
are warranted, yet do eternally 
periſh, and you in. your Church 
damne: millions wiio-1 doubr- nor 
(hal} reign with: Jeſus eternally in 
the Ficavens, ot 
8. Iwiſh you would conſider, 
that if any of. our men ſay ſalvati- 
on may be had in your Church, it 
15nottor the goodneſs of your new 
propoſitions, but only becauſe you 
do keep to much of that which is 
our Religion , that upon the con- 
fidence of that we hope well con- 
ccrning you. And we do not hope 
any thing at all that is good of you 
or your Religion as it diſtinguiſhes 
H 4 from 
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from us and ours: we hope that. 
the good which you have common 


with us may obtain pardon dire. 
ly or indireatly, or may be an anti- 
_ dote of the venome,and an amuler 
againſt the danger of your very 
great errors, ſo that if you can de- 
Five any confidence from our con- 
ceſſion, you myſt remember where 
it takes root ;, not upon any thing 


of yours, but wholly upon the ex- | 


cellency of ours ; you are norar 
all ſafe, or warranted for being 


_. Papiſts, but we hope well of ſome 


. of you, for having ſo much of the 
Proteſtant : and if that will da you 
_ any good, _— in it, and fol- 
low it whitherſoever it leads you. 
9. The fafery that you dream 
of which we fay to be on your fide 


15 nothing of allowance,or warran- , 
ty, but a hope that' is collateral, * 


' indire@& and relative; we do not 


lay apy thing whereby you can - 
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conclude yours to be ſafer then 


| ours, foritis nor ſafe ar all, bur 


extremely dangerous ; we affirm 
thoſe. errors in themifelves to be 
damnable, fore to contain m.them 
impiety, fome to have facriledge, 
fome idolatry, ſome ſuperſtition, 
fome praGites tobe conuring and 
charming and very like to wuch- 
craft, as in your hallowing of wa- 
ter and baptizing: bels and exorct- 


- zing demoniacs; and whar ſafery _] 


there canbe.im thefe., or wharyou 
can fancy we ſhould allow to you, 
' I ſuppoſe you need not boaſt of, 
Now' becaufe we hope fome are 
ſaved amongſt you, you muſt nor 
conclude yours to be fafe z for our. 
hope relies upon this, There are 
many. of your propoſitions in 
which. we differ: from you, thar 


 {[|- thouſands amongft yon underſtand 


andknow nothing of, it is.to them : 
as.if they were not, iris to'them 
H.; DOW.. 
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now as it was before the councel, 
they hear not of it, And though 
your Prieſts have taken a courſe 
that the moſt ignorant do practiſe 
fome of your abhominations moſt 
Sroſlely, yet we hope this will nor 
be laid upon them who (as S. Au- 
ſt:z7's expreſſion. 1s) cauta ſollicitudi- 
ne qudrunt Yeriiatem, coriige parati 
cum 1uveneript ;' do according as 
they are able warily and diligently 
ſeek for truth, and are ready to: 
{wallow,, it, when they finde .it ; 
men who l1ye good lives, and rc- 
pent of all. their evils known and 
unknown. Now if we are not de- 
ccived.in our hopes,thele men ſhall 
rejoyce in the eternal goodneſs of 
God which prevails over the ma- 
lice of them that miſguide you ; 
but if we be deceived in our hopes 
of you, your guides have abuf'd 
Yau, and the blind leaders of the 
blind will fall togerher, For, F 
ME OTE | | 2 5'y 
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10, If you willbave the ſecret 
of this whole affair, this it 1s, The 
hopes we have of any of you, ( as 
it 15 known ) principally relies up- 
on the hopes of your repentance. 


Now we lay that a man may re- 


pent of an error which he knows 
not of; as he that prayes heartily 
tor the' pardon of all his fins and 
errors known and unknown ; by his 
general repentance may obtain 
many degrees & inſtances of mer- 
cy. Now thus much alſo your 
men allow to us; theſe who live 
well,: and die in a true though 
but general repentance- of their: 
fins and errors even ,amongſt us 
your beſt & wiſeſt men pronounce 
ro be in a ſaveable condition, Here 
then we are equal, and we are as 
ſate by your contefſion as you are 
by ours, But becauſe there are 
ſome Bigots of your faction fierce 
and fiery who ſay that a general 

| ICpCcn- 
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repentance will notſerve our turns, 


but it muſt be a paxticylar revun- 
ciation of Prateſtancy ; theſe men 
deny not only to us but to-them- 


ſelves too, all.that comfort which. 
they derive from, our. Conceſſion, 
and indeed. which they can hope 
fox ixom the meretes of God. For. 
 beyoufure we thiak as ill of your 
EITOBS. as, YQu. can fyppole: ot our. 
Articles, ;. and. therefore 1k for. 
errQrs (be: they. on which fide: it. 
chances. )}a general repentance will 
Bot ſerve the turn. Without. an actn- - 
al: dexeliQtion,rthen Iattes not. your; 


{ctves by avy thing of our kindneſs 


EQ: YOUL.Penty 3  for-jou.muſe bave: 
2.paxticniar uf a general be not{ut.. 
fEcient. Bus if it be \ufaczent for 
| Yaluitislofor us, utcate we:beiin. 
 - exroria$ your men.ſuppaſens:;. but . 
yo ik _ __ ſuffice: us forreme- 

j. £9: thaſe erxars you. charge us. 
wish,neitbex will. it ſuffice you; = 
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the cafe muſt needs be: equall as to. 
the: value of- repentance! and rhe 
maligiury of the error < and there- 
fare thele men condemn them- 
{elves and will not allow us to. 
hope: well of them, bur if they 
wil allow us.to hope, K muſt be 
by affirming the. value of a gene- 
ral repentance; and if they allow - 
tbat,. they muſt hope as well of 
ours as we of theirs: but #f they 
. deny It to. us, they. deny it to 
themſelves, .andi then- they-ean no. 
more brag of any thing of our 
conceſſion, This only 1 adde to. 
this confideration ; that your men . 
doe: not, cannot charge upon us 
any. doGrine that 15-in' ts 'matrer- 
ancefte& impions; there isnorhing | 
poſitive i our doGrine, but is e1- 
ther- true or. innocent, but we are 
accuCd for. denying your ſuper- 
ſtrucures=. ours therefore ('it we 
be: deceived) is but like a:.ſin of. 


158 
omiſſion; ,yours are ſins of com- 
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miſſion in caſe you are in the wron 


(as we believe you to be) & there- 
fore 


Ore you muſt needs be in the 
greater danger then-' we can be 


ſuppoſed, by. how much {ins of 
* omitſion are leſs then ſins of com- 


million. + >: 
-.,II, Your very way of arguing 
from our charity is a very fallacy 


and trick that muſt needs deceive 


you if-you rely upon it. For 
whereas your men argue thus. The 
Proteſtants ſay-we Papiits may be 
ſaved; and ſoſay we too: but we 
Papilſts fay thar you Proteſtants 
cannot, therefore it 1s ſateſt to be a 
Papiſt.z conſider that of this argu- 


ment if it ſhall be accepted, any 


bold: heretick can, make uſe, a- 
gainſt any modeſt Chriſtian of a 
true perſwaſion, For, 1f he can 
but out-face the modeſty of the 


De 


good; man;, and tell him he ſhall: 
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be damn'd ; unleſs that modeſt 
man ſay as much of him, you lee 
impudence ſhall get the better of 
the day. But it 1s tlius in.ever 
crror, Fifteen Biſhops of Jeruſa- 
lem in immediate ſucceſſion were 
circumciſed, believing 1t to be ne- 
ceſſary {0.to be : with theſe other 
Chriſtian Churches who were of 
the uncircumciſtion did commu- 


'nicate ; Suppoſe now that. theſe 


Biſhops had not onely thought ir 
neceſlary for themſelves bur tor 
others too ; this argument you ſee 
was ready : you of the Uncircum- 
ciftion who do communicate with: 
us,. think that we may be ſaved 
though we are circumciſed, bur 
we do notthink that you whoare: 


| not circumciſed can be ſaved, 


therefore itis the ſafeſt way to be 
circumciſed : I ſuppoſe you would: 
not have thought their argument » 
009, neither would you have bad -: 
| your. 
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 your:children circumexfted, But. 
this 'argument' may ſerve the Pres. | 
byrerians:-as well as the Papiſts. 
__ Weare indeed very kinde to-them | 
w our ſcntences concerning their 
lalvation ; and they are many of 
them as unkind to us; If they 
{hould: argue” fo as you das; and- 
ſay, you Epiſcopal men- think we 
Presbyterians though im errors can 
be faved,. and: we fay fo-too-: bur 
we think you Epiſcopal men are 
Enemies of the Kingdome of ]ecſus- 
Chrſft; and thereiore we think: 
yaw. 18 a damnable. condition, . 
therefore is is ſafer ro be a Pres- 
 byterianz I know not what your: 
men would think-of the argument 
18 their hands, -1 am+ ſure we had: 
reaſon to complain . thar we are 
uled very ill on both hands for no 
other: canſe. but becauſe we are 
chazitable;.. But it is uot our caſe: 
alone ; but the: old Catholicks _ 
EE OE uſed 
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# vſed juſt ſo by the Donatifts in 


this very argument, as we are uted 
by your men, The Donatiſts were 
ſo fierce againſt the Catholicks, 
that they wotild rebaptrze all them 
who came to their Churches from 
the other ; But-the Catholicks, as 
knowing the Donatiſts did give 
right baptiſme , admitted their 
converts to repentance, but did not 
rcbaptize them. Upon this ſcore, 
the Donatiſts triumphed; faying; 
you Catholicks confeſs our Ba- 
ptiſm to be good, and fo ſay we : 
But we Donatiſts deby your Ba- 
ptiſm to be good ; therefore it is 
ſafer to be of our ſide then yours, 


Now whar ſhould the Catholicks 


ſay or do ? ſhould they lie for 
God and for reltgton, and to 


| ſerve the ends of truth ſay the Do- 


natiſts baptiſm was not good? That 
they ought not. Should { damne 
all he Donariſts, and make the 

| rent. 
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rent wider > :It was roo great-al 
ready, VVhat tizeti > They were 
quiet and knew that the Donariſts 
tought advantages by their own 
ficrcene(s, and trampled upon-the 


others charity z bur fo they hard- 


ned themticlves in crror, and be- 
came evill, becauſe the orhers were 
good, ::;:- | 
. I ſball crouble you no further 
now, , but delire you to conkiger al 
| _ things with as much:caution, 
as they were written with charity, 
Till 1 hear from you,l ſhall pray 
to God, to.open your heart and 
your underſtanding, that you'may 
return. lllTgavhence you are fallen, 
and raſEn,and do your firſt work, 
which that you may do, is the 


hearty deſire of 


: Your very affe&tonate ' 
q Friend and $ rvant, 
= \ : WW aylor, 
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The Second Letter *: 
Written to a Perſon 
newly converted to the 
Church of England. _ 


. Madam, angus 41 
” Bleſs God I am {icy arrived 
J wer I debrod to be alter my 
= unwillms departure irom the 
place of :your avode and danger, 
and now becaulſe:I can. have no 
other expreſſion of my tenderneſs, 
I account thar TI have a treble Ob- 
ligation to ſ1gnifie it by my care ' 
ot your biggeſt and erernal inte- 
reſt, And becauſe ir hath plea- 
ſed Gogl to. make me an Inftru- 
ment gf,. making you, fd, under-- 
. 


C <: fland | 
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ſtand in ſome fair meaſure the ex- 
cellencies of a true and holy Re- 
ligion, and that I have pointed 
out ſuch follies and crrours in the 
Romane Church, at which your 
underſtanding being forward and 
pregnant, did of it ſelf ſtart as at 
1mperfect ill-looking Propoſitions, 
give me leave to do that now 
which 1s the purpoſe of my Chari- 
iYs that is, teach you to turn this to 
the advantage of a. holy Itte; that. 
you may not only be changed but 
converted, For: the Church of 
England whither you are now. 
Come IS not. in condition to boaſt 
her ſelf in the reputation of chang- 
ing the opinion of a ſingle perſon, 
though never fo cxce}lent ; She 
hath no temporal ends to ferve 
which.mulſt ſtand upon fame and 
noiſes ; all that ſhe can deſign, 1s 
to ferve God, to advance the ho- 
nour of her: Lord, and the your 

| ® 
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of ſouls,and to rcjoyce in the Croſs 
of Chriſt, | 
Firſt, Therefore I deſire you to 

remember that as now you are 
taught to pray. both publikely and 
privately, in a Language under- 
ſtood, 1o it is intended your af- 
fke&ions ſhould be forward, in pro- 
portion to the* advantages which 
your prayer hath in the under- 
ſtanding part, For though you 
have been often told and: have 
heard, that ignorance 1s the Mo- 
ther of devotion , you will finde 
that the propofition 15 unnatural 
and againſt common ſenſe and ex- 
perience ; becaufle it is impoflible 
to defire that of which we know 
nothing, unleſs the deſire it ſelf 
be fantaſticall and ufive + it 5 
neceſſary that in the ſame propor- 
tion in which we underſtand any 
good thing, in the fame we ſhall 
alfo defire it, and the + 

cular 
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cular :-and mjnute your notices 
. are, the more paſhonate and ma- 
teriall | alſo your affections. will 
be rowards it, and it they be good 
things tor which we are taught to 
pray, the more you know them 
the more reaſon you have to love 
them; It 1s monſtrous $0 think 
that devotion, . that is, paſhonate 
defires of religious things, and the 
carneſt proſecutions of them 
ſhould be produced by any thing 
of-ignorance or leſs periect notices 
in any ſence. Sirce therefore you 


are taught to pray, ſo that your-u1, 


derftanding 1s the precentor or the 
Maſter of the Quire, and . you 
know What you ſay ; - your defires 


are made humane, religious, Cx-' 


preſs, material ( for theſe are the 
advantages of prayers and Litur- 
gies well underſtood) : be. pleaſed 
allo. to remember, that.now' it you 
be, not allo paſſionate and devo 
oj > . - TOT 
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or the things you mention, you 
will want the Spirit of prayer,and 
be more inexcuſable then before. - 
In many of your prayers before 
( eſpecially the - publique ) 'you 
hcard a voice but jaw and percei- 
ved nothing of the ſence, and what. 
you underſtood of it was like the 
man. inthe Goſpel. that was halt: 
blinde, he ſaw. men. walking like 
Trees, -and ſo you poſhbly might 
perceive the meaning of it_ in ge- 
nerall ; You knew when they. came 
to the Epiſtle, when to'the Goſpel, 
when. the Introit, when the-Pax,. 
when any of the other more'gene- 
rall periods were; but you could 
have-nothing of the'Spirir of pray- 
cr, that 15, nothing of the devotion! 
and the holy afte&jons to. the' par-- 
ticular excellencies - which could 
or ought thexe- to. haye been -re-. 
preſented z, but pow:youare taughe 
FOW OB BRAY: DRERPHY RYQUES fr 
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can want nothing but your conſent 
and obſervation, 

2. Whereas now you are taken 
off from all humane confidences, 
from relying wholly and almoſt 
ultimately upon the Priefts pow- 
er and external at, from- recko- 
ning prayers. by numbers, from 
forms and out-fides, you are not to 
think that the Prieſts power is lels, 
that the Sacraments are not <«f- 
tective, that your prayers naay not 
be repeated frequently 5 but you 
are to remember, that all outward 
things and Ceremonies, all Sa- 
craments and Inftirutions work 
their effe& in the vertue of Chriſt, 
by ſome morall Inftrament z The 
Prieſts in the Church of Ergland 
can abſolve you as much as the 
Romane- Prieſts conld fairly pre- 
tend'; | butithen we teadh-that you 
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ere] ning perſon, and our abſolution 
ent] does but manitcſh the work of God; 
and -comfart. . and ::infixue your 
cen] Ganlcience, divefrandmyinabe'Þ ; 
Youſhall. be :abſolved'herey'bur 
n0;ypleſs you tiveaholy lifes So 
| that 41;;;this you; will. finde no 
chap c:aitit :the adyantape of 'a 
fe 16t 14 _— we-will-norfHatee you 
-tol W @®cazan your: deari fou}-bi>pie- 
ſs 494d Mipifteries; bur wes ſo: or- * 
ab; Ko oy « didotrſes and' dire&ions 
Wat ll out: minifirations may be 
our really; eftsGive;:and when you re- 
rd | Lye; thecholy- Sacrament: of the 
;a- | euchanift, or the Lords Supper, it 
rk | des More good: here then they do 
&, | Q&raibtgaule ib-they conſeerate 
he| Iitely,yetthey donot communicate 
»4| yon Bully 3. and1if they» offer- the 
he | Whalo repreſentative: Sacrifice, yer 
3% 99) not give you the Laphole 
tz) only we enjoyn that 
r- | Yame with foimuchcholiheſs: 
Sg |-iieq I that 
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- that the graceof God in your heart! 
may be the principal, and the Sa-' 
crament in; iQur hands may. be the: 
miniſtring:and :affiſting/ part :' we 
do not promile great of $ totes 
lie trifling diſpoſitions, --becauiſe 
we would not:deceive;'bur'really 
procure;to;,you greareffeRs 3''and 
therefore:youate/now to:tonie to 
our' offices with: the ſame expecta- 
tions as : before, of pardon;” bf 
grace, of ſanQification'y biit you 
muſt, do ſomething:'more -of rhe 
work your ſelf, that iwe may not 
do lefle in effect; then you have in 
your expectation. ; We will not tg 
advance the reputation ' of our 
power deccive you into a leſs bleſ- 
fivg,; 1; a0 1916 YOU IVE 21 
-,/3-;Be; careful ithat you'do not 
fatter your felf, that in'gut Com- 
munign-you :may-have more cafe 
and, liberty -of litez for 'thoogh I 
know (You: pious / fonſe ''Uelttes 
74 = +» paſil- 
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paſſionately ro pleaſe God and to” 
live religiouſly, yer. I ought to be 
careful: ro prevent a tempration, 
leſt it at any rime ſhould diſcom- 
.poſe-your ſeverity: Therefore as 
to: confeſhon- to. ai Prieſt ( which 


how.it/is uſually practiſed amongſt 


the:Romane parry,' your ſelf can 


very. well account, and you have 
complain'd ſadly,- that it is made 
an.ordinary ac&, eafie. and tranſt- 


-ents ſometime inarter of tempta- 
tions 'often rimes impertinent,but) 
ſuppole-it free from fuch ſcandal 
to: which ſome mens folly did be- 


tray it, yet the ſame ſeverity you'l 
tinde among usz' for though we 
will-not tell a lye to help a ſinner, 
and ſay that is neceſſary which is 
only appointed to make men do 
themſelves good,yert weadviſcand 
commend it, and do all the work 
ot ſouls to all thoſe people thar 
will be ſaved-by all means ; ro de- 

i 3 [ your 
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yout-perſons, thac make Retigion 
the buſineſs of their lives;'ahd they 
that do not ſo in the' Churches of 
the Roman Communion, as they 
finde bur lictle.advantage' by peri- 
_diocal confeſſions,” forrthey; feel but 
lutle awtulneſs; and ifeverity by the 
10jun&ion ; | you. muſt: confeſs tb 
God all- your ſecret actions,” you 
muſh}  advife: with' a holy :man'in 
all rhe! affairs:,of your. Gott; »JOou 
will be bur: -amiill friend/zo your 
ſelf if you conceal from (him the 
ſtare of your ſpiricual:affairs: VVe 
deſire nor to hear the circumſtance 
of every ſinne, ''but when matrer 
of juſtice: is concerned, or -the 
nature of the ſinne is changed, 
that is, when it ought to be made 
a. Queſtionz and you will finde 
[that though the Church of Erg- 
t1azd gives you much. liberty from 
the bondage of innumerable Cere- 
monics and humane devices, yet 
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inthe matter of holineſs you will, 
be tied to very great ſervice, but 
ſuch a ſervice as 15 perfe@ freedom, 
that is, the ſervice of God and the 
love of the holy Jeſus, and a very 
ſtri& religious life 3 for wedo nor 
promiſe heaven, but upon the ſame 
terms 1t 15 promiſed us, that 1s, Ke- 
pertance towards God and Faith tn our 
Lord Jeſus :and: as in faith we make 
no more to be necefſlary then whar 
15-made ſo in holy . Scripture, fo. 
in the matter of Repentance we 
give you no cafie devices, and ſuf- 
ter no leſſening definitions of it, 
but. oblige. you: to that ſtridtneſs 
which is the condition of being 
ſaved, and ſo expreſſed to be. by 
the infallible Word of God ;. but- 
ſuch as in the Church of Rome they 

do not ſo much ſtandupon. :.:- 
Madam, I. am-.weary of my | 
Journey, and although 1 did pur- 
poſe ta have-ſpoken many things:: - - 
I 3. more, : 
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Ss . more, yet I deſire that my [notido- 
IE Cing itmay be laid upon the account. 
| my wearineſs, all that: I ſhall. 
IF -addetothemain buſinele is this. 

* 124: Reade: the / Scriptures dili- 
gently; and with an humble ſpirir, 
and tn. it. obſerve... what is- plain, 

and beleeve.and live accordingly. 
'- Tronblegor.your- felt with what 
=, is dificult;i for in that your: duty 
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+. 5." Pray frequently and effeQu- 
ally ; I had rather- your prayers 
ſbould be often then long. It was. 
well ſaid of: Ferrurdhy  Magno Ver -. 
hbrram frene: uti decet cum ſuperiove | 
colloquentem,” When you ſpeakto. 
 yourfuperiour.you ought ro-have || u 
a bridle upon your tongue, much | C 
mate \when:you:ſpeak to God. I} © 
- ſpeak af whar s-decem mrefpect | tl 
|. of ourſelves and/ our infinite di-- | /: 
- fances from God: bus if love 
bi, Rakes! you: Speale; ſpeak ' on, fo 
W101 - < ſhall 
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